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Syllabus GS 3 Science and Technology: Life Sciences: Vector-born diseases
Questi on Q. Rapid spread of Coronavirus have highlighted some of risks associated with 

globalizati on. What measures can be taken to avoid repeti ti on of the same?
Why is it in 
news?

  Number of people infected with COVId-19 has reached about 25000 as the 
India entered into the community transmission stage of coronavirus outbreak

Current spread 
of COVID-19

  Global spread:
(1) Global tally of corona cases now stands 2,833,031.
(2) The pandemic has so far killed more than 195,000 people across the world 

and infected more than 27 lakh.
  India:

(1) Total number of pati ents has reached around 25000 as of 25th April 2020.
(2) COVId-19 has claimed 779 lives in India so far.

Origin and 
Transmission 
of 
Coronaviruses

  Origin from camels and bats: Coronaviruses originate in animals like camels 
and bats and are zoonoti c diseases as it passes from animals to humans 
occasionally.

  Source of disease: The source of a zoonoti c disease is called reservoir species.
  Occurrence of fi rst case: The fi rst known case of COVID-19 was reported in the 

Chinese city of Wuhan in december 2019 and was traced to an animal market 
in the city.

  WHO on spread of virus: As per WHO, the disease spreads in humans via 
exposure to respiratory secreti ons – the small droplets from the nose or mouth 
of an infected person – either directly or indirectly.

  Degree of transmissibility:
(1) The basic reproducti on number (R_0) is a measure of transmissibility that 

aims to describe the average number of people a new case will infect.
(2) For COVID-19, WHO esti mates R_0 = 1.4 to 2.5. However, many researchers 

think this fi gure is under-esti mated.
Previous 
outbreaks of 
coronaviruses 
over the world

  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 2003
(1) SARS Coronavirus was fi rst identi fi ed in 2003.
(2) It fi rst infected humans in Guangdong province of China in 2002
(3) The epidemic of SARS aff ected 24 countries and resulted in more than 8000 

confi rmed cases in 2003.
(4) Primarily transmits from person to person.

  Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) 2012
(1) MERS was fi rst reported in Saudi Arabia in 2012 and since spread to several 

other countries.
(2) It is caused by the MERS CoV (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus).
(3) Most MERS pati ents develop severe respiratory illness with symptoms of 

fever, cough and shortness of breath.

1 Coronavirus Outbreak in India
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  About 30% of people who have gott en this illness have died
Clinical aspects 
of COVID-19

  Aff ects the URT: In humans, it aff ects the upper respiratory tract with varying 
severity.

  Wide range of symptoms:
(1) Respiratory infecti ons ranging from the common cold to bronchioliti s.
(2) Pneumonia, gastroenteriti s and neurological disorders can also occur.
(3) Other symptoms headache, chills, sore throat and cough.

  Incubati on period:
(1) Incubati on period is the period between exposure to an infecti on and the 

appearance of the fi rst symptoms.
(2) The incubati on period for COVID-19 is from 2 to 5 days and symptoms have 

a range of 3 to 18 days.
Stages of the 
outbreak

  Stage 1: Appearance of fi rst few cases
(1) Stage 1 is the fi rst appearance of the disease through people with a travel 

history, with everyone contained, their sources traced, and no local spread 
from those aff ected.

(2) The number of those infected would be quite low at this stage.
  Stage 2: Local Transmission

(1) Stage 2 is local transmission, when those who were infected and have a 
travel history spread the virus to close friends or family.

(2) At this stage, every person who came in contact with the infected can be 
traced and isolated.

  Stage 3: Community Transmission
(1) It is the phase of community transmission, when infecti ons happen in public 

and a source for the virus cannot be traced.
(2) At this stage, large geographical lockdowns become important as random 

members of the community start developing the disease.
  Stage 4: Epidemic

(1) Stage 4 is when the disease actually becomes an epidemic in a country, such 
as it was in China, with large numbers of infecti ons and a growing number 
of deaths with no end in sight.

(2) It is then considered to be endemic or now prevalent in the region.
Steps taken by 
Government 
of India and 
various state 
govts

  Enforcement of ED Act and DM Act
(1) On 11 March 2020, the Cabinet Secretary of India, announced that all states and 

UTs should invoke provisions of Secti on 2 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897.
(2) On 14 March, the Union Government declared the pandemic as a "noti fi ed 

disaster" under the disaster Management Act, 2005, enabling states to 
spend a larger part of funds from the State Disaster Response Fund to fi ght 
the virus.

  Declarati on of hotspots: Ministry of Home Aff airs has declared metropolitan 
citi es having large number of COVID-19 pati ents as hotspots with stricter 
lockdown measures being followed.

  Containment zones: State governments and Municipal Corporati ons within 
their respecti ve jurisdicti ons, have declared certain areas as containment zones 
with restricti on on movement from one zone to another.

  Setti  ng up of new labs: State governments are setti  ng up new labs at medical 
colleges and universiti es to intensify testi ng.
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Challenges   Inadequate testi ng capacity: The testi ng capacity at various labs both govt and 
private is inadequate as most of reagents required are in short supply and need 
to be imported.

  Scarcity of venti lators and PPE kits: There is acute of shortage life support 
systems (venti lator) and Personal Protecti ve Equipment (PPE) kits as these are 
not in such huge demand at normal ti mes.

  Loss to the state exchequer: Economic acti viti es such as manufacturing, sale 
purchase of immovable property, liquor sales etc. has come to standsti ll due to 
lockdown and this has impacted the state government’s exchequer massively.

Way ahead   Curbing spread of the virus:
(1) Complete lockdown may not prove to be a long-term soluti on for curbing 

spread of virus.
(2) Awareness campaigns and proper diagnosis and isolati on will only help to 

eff ecti vely minimise further transmission of the infecti on.
  Development of vaccine: Research on development of vaccine as well as the 

treatment needs to be expedited for preventi on and complete treatment of the 
disease.

  Rapid testi ng mechanism: Rapid testi ng mechanism with highest levels of 
accuracy should be developed to intensify testi ng so that no positi ve pati ent 
remains untraced.

  Informati on sharing: States having pati ents with coronavirus infecti on should 
engage in sharing accurate informati on about the spread of disease with Union 
Ministry of Health as well as its att ached agencies for bett er containment of the 
spread of virus.

  Public support: The public will have to adopt bett er lifestyle practi ces such as 
maintaining personal hygiene and following social distancing and support the 
government in their eff orts by cooperati ng with them.

Sources The Hindu, Live Mint, MoHFW site, PIb, Science direct, down to Earth
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2 Essenti al Commoditi es Act, 1955

Syllabus   GSII: Government policies and interventi ons for development in various sectors 
and issues arising out of their design and implementati on.

Questi on   The 2019-20 Economic survey has recommended that the Essenti al Commoditi es 
Act, 1955, be repealed, because of its ineff ecti veness. Comment.

Context   Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, the Ministry of Consumer Aff airs has brought 
hand saniti sers and masks (2-ply, 3-ply variety and N95) under the purview of 
the Essenti al Commoditi es Act (EC Act) unti l June 30.

About the 
Essenti al 
Commoditi es 
Act, 1955

  Under this Act, if the Central government thinks that it is necessary to maintain 
or increase supplies of any essenti al commodity or make it available at fair 
prices, it can regulate or prohibit the producti on, supply, distributi on and sale 
of that commodity. 

  Some essenti al commoditi es listed under the Act are foodstuff s including 
edible oils & oilseeds, drugs, ferti lisers, petroleum and petroleum products, 
a list that is drawn up aft er joint consultati on between the centre and the 
states

  Centre has the power to add or remove any commodity in public interest from 
this list. Ex: it recently added masks and hand saniti sers.

  EC Act, in the past, was mostly invoked to control the price rise in food products. 
  When the prices of any of essenti al commoditi es rise, the government imposes 

stock-holding limits to prevent hoarding, confi scates the stocks of violators and 
imposes punishment.

  Origin of the Act: It has its origin in a pre-Independence warti me measure “the 
Defence of India Rules of 1939” which was promulgated to address the 
problem of warti me shortages and consequent hoarding. 

Against   Observati ons by Economic Survey 2019-20 against the EC Act:
(1) Anachronisti c Act: EC Act was passed in 1955 when the country was 

preoccupied with famines & food shortage, the transport infrastructure 
across the country was poor and markets not integrated.

(2) So a producti on shock in one part of the country could lead to hoarding and 
black marketi ng which is not the case any more. Shortages in one part of 
the country can be countered if there is ample supply somewhere else.

(3) Low Convicti on Rate and Harassment under the Act: 
(a) Raids conducted under the Act have achieved a convicti on rate of just 3.8 

per cent (2,941 convicted persons in 76,033 raids), as on 16 december 
2019. 

(b) Raids under ECA lead only to harassment of traders, thereby adversely 
aff ecti ng the role of trade in the marketi ng of the given commodity.

(c) Volati lity in Prices:
(d) Interventi ons under this Act have only led to an increase in volati lity of the 

wholesale and retail prices of commoditi es, rather than defl ati ng them. 
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(e) It cites three instances to prove this — the impositi on of stock limits on 
dal in 2006, sugar in 2009, and the recent one on onions in September 
2019

(f) The Economic Survey 2019-20 argued that it hampered remunerati ve 
prices for farmers and discouraged investment in storage infrastructure.

  Food processing Industry Harmed: 
(1) Stockholding limits do not disti nguish between food processing industries 

and food retail chains which need to hold large stocks for their operati ons. 
(2) Food processing industries especially need to keep stocks for a few months 

at a ti me so that fl uctuati ng prices don't throw their business out of gear. 
(3) But under the Essenti al Commoditi es Act, these can become liable at least 

for harassment. 
(4) These are corporate enti ti es with large, earmarked storage faciliti es which 

can be easily identi fi ed. So it is easy for inspectors to go aft er them.
(5) In such a situati on, large scale private investments are unlikely to fl ow 

into food processing and cold storage faciliti es. This negati vely aff ect 
India's Nati onal Mission on Food Processing.

  Identi fying Actual Hoarders is Not Easy: 
(1) Given that almost all crops are seasonal, ensuring round-the-clock supply 

requires adequate build-up of stocks during the season. 
(2) So, it may not always be possible to diff erenti ate between genuine stock 

build-up and speculati ve hoarding.
(3) Hoarders may not be small traders but their operati ons are not 

corporati zed and they have many avenues to split away and hoard supplies. 
(4) The convicti on rate under the Act is also abysmally low. 
(5) So the hoarders go scot free and genuine players in the food economy are 

harassed.
(6) Farmer Issues: 
(7) There can be genuine shortages triggered by weather-related disrupti ons 

in which case prices will move up. So, if prices are always monitored, 
farmers may have no incenti ve to farm.

(8) It has been an argument that the EC Act is draconian and not suited for 
ti mes when farmers face problems of plenty rather than scarcity.

For   COVID-19 Crisis: 
  Bringing masks and saniti sers under the EC Act visibly has enhanced the 

availability of these products to the public, at fair prices. 
  Producers have been urged to manufacture these up to full capacity over three 

shift s. 
  The government can take acti on against hoarders, speculators and those 

involved in jacking up prices or black-marketi ng. 
  Besides this, quota restricti ons on raw material holdings can be relaxed under 

the ECA Act.
  Invoking the Act makes it harder for retailers to mislead customers: If they 

violate the norms, States can take acti on under the EC Act and the Preventi on 
of Black Marketi ng and Maintenance of Supplies of Essenti al Commoditi es 
Act (PBMMSEC Act).



 12   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs March - 20120 (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

  Saving the Common Man: Without the ECA, with the government able to 
control prices, the common man would be at the mercy of opportunisti c 
traders and shopkeepers.

  Producers need not worry much about the cap on prices, as they partly 
benefi t from lower input prices, with higher volumes making up for the lower 
price point to some extent.

Way Forward   Overhauling the Act is Necessary: 
  ECA needs to be drasti cally overhauled to deal with crisis situati ons, to remove 

fears of traders, addressing  the stockholding limits which defi nes hoarding.
  To promote investment in the agriculture and horti culture sector, Nati onal 

Mission Food Processing.
  Covid Crisis: In the context of a crisis like the current one, the EC Act seems to 

serve a purpose.
Source Economic Survey, The Print, thehindubusinessline



Syllabus GS 3: Indian Economy
  Indian Economy and issues relati ng to planning, mobilizati on of resources.

Questi on   India is witnessing a slowdown in exports in recent ti mes. Discuss how India can 
boost its export with the help of recent government initi ati ves in this directi on.

Why is it in the 
news ?

  The Finance Ministry announced the NIRVIK scheme in the Union budget 2020-
21, in order to provide high insurance cover for exporters.

  The government launched several other schemes recently for the growth and 
promoti on of exports in India.

Background   In recent ti mes India is witnessing slowdown in exports:
(1) India’s exports declined for the fi ft h month in a row at 1.8% in December 

2019 to $27.36 billion.
(2) during April-december 2019-20, exports declined 1.96% to $ 239.29 billion.
(3) During the same period, imports declined 8.9% to $357.39 billion, resulti ng 

in a trade defi cit of $ 118.10 billion.
(4) Around 19 of the 30 exporti ng sectors showed a decline in outbound 

shipment.
  Targets:

(1) India has set target to increase its exports to $1 trillion in the next fi ve 
years.

(2) India’s overall exports, including services, were at $535 billion last year.
Issues/ 
Challenges

  Lack of Credit Availability:
(1) Exporters have long raised the concerns over availability of credit.
(2) Export credit disbursement declined in 2018-19 by 23% in 2017-18.

  Delay in GST Refunds:

3 Boosti ng India's Export
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 (1) There is lack of liquidity for working capital due to delay in receiving GST 
refunds under input tax credit.

(2) This has led to a delay in getti  ng clearances at ports.
  Product Quality Issues:

(1) There are concerns regarding the quality of exported products and lack of 
suffi  cient incenti ves from the government.

(2) India's export growth is largely underpinned by rising global competi ti veness. 
So to make high-quality goods at low cost is vital.

  India not part of major trading blocs:
(1) Emerging multi lateral trading agreements seem to be replacing global 

negoti ati ons through the WTO.
(2) There are some mega trading blocs such as EU, ASEAN, Trans-pacifi c, Trans-

Atlanti c and now RCEP.
(3) India is not part of these mega-trading blocs above, which may signifi cantly 

impact India, as for bilateral trade deals, India's record so far has not been 
encouraging.

(4) India’s decision to walk out of the RCEP will make access to a vast, rapidly-
growing market diffi  cult for them.

  Lack Of Proper Infrastructure:
(1) There is inadequate space, both at the seaports and airports for keeping and 

storing various goods.
(2) Many goods require special faciliti es that India is sti ll not able to provide.

  Other Structural Hurdles:
(1) Elevated logisti cs costs
(2) Infl exible/Archaic labour laws
(3) Inverted/distorted duty structure (especially in texti les)
(4) Strong rupee

  Complex Procedures: Indian exporters faces problems of complex procedures 
and many a  ti mes not clear about the terms of the receiving countries.

  There are global uncertainti es given the trade war, brexit cloud, growing 
protecti onism and now COVID-19.

Government 
Initi ati ves

  Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS):
(1) MEIS was introduced in the Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) for the period 2015-

2020.
(2) The MEIS was launched as an incenti ve scheme for the export of goods and 

the rewards are given by way of duty credit scrips to exporters.
(3) The incenti ves under the schemes are calculated as a percentage, which is 

2%, 3% or 5% of the realised FOb (free-on-board) value exports.
  Zero Defect and Zero Eff ect (ZED):

(1) The objecti ve is to promote Zero Defect and Zero Eff ect (ZED) manufacturing 
amongst MSMEs.

(2) Promote adaptati on of Quality tools/systems and Energy Effi  cient 
manufacturing and enable MSMEs for manufacturing of quality products.

(3) The MSME sector accounts for about 40% of India’s total exports.
  NIRVIK Scheme:

(1) About 90% coverage of the principal and interest of the loan for pre- and 
post-shipment credit will be provided.
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(2) Earlier, the Export Credit Guarantee Corporati on (ECGC) used to provide a 
cover of 60% of the loss to banks.

(3) Its objecti ve is to achieve higher export credit disbursement and to support 
mainly small exporters.

  Embedded Taxes to be refunded:
(1) To digitally refund duti es and taxes levied at the Central, State and local 

levels, such as electricity duti es and VAT to exporters.
(2) These taxes include value added tax, electricity duti es and fuel used for 

transportati on, which are not getti  ng exempted or refunded under any 
other existi ng mechanism.

(3) Insti tuti onal mechanisms are being created for developing each district as 
an export hubs.

  Export hubs:
(1) Insti tuti onal mechanisms are being created for developing each district as 

an export hub, and proposed an allocati on of �27,300 crore for industry and 
commerce in 2020-21.

  Horti culture sector:
(1) Focus is to be on “one product one district” for bett er marketi ng and export 

are some of the steps in that directi on.
  Krishi Udan scheme:

(1) It will be launched by Ministry of Civil Aviati on on internati onal and nati onal 
routes.

(2) It will help to boost agricultural exports in both internati onal as well as 
domesti c routes.

  Kisan Rail:
(1) Indian railways will set up Kisan rail through PPP arrangement, for 

transportati on of perishable goods.
(2) The train will have refrigerated coaches for milk and other perishable 

produce.
  Blue Economy: Raising of fi sh producti on to 200 lakh tonnes by 2022-23.
  Fishery exports hoped to be raised to Rs 1 lakh crore by 2024-25.
  Sagar Mitras: Youth to be involved in fi shery extension through 3477 Sagar 

Mitras and 500 Fish Farmer Producer Organisati ons.
Way ahead   To focus on Quality and Competi ti veness:

(1) Survival in the export markets depend on quality, reliability and 
competi ti veness.

(2) Indian fi rms need to upgrade producti on process/ technology and product 
quality.

(3) The ZED scheme is a good step in this directi on.
  Infrastructure development:

(1) India's constructi on sectors need a signifi cant boost – roads, railways, ports, 
tourism infrastructure etc. 

(2) The logisti cs cost should signifi cantly reduce to 9%-10% from current 14%.
  Export Credit, Refunds and Simplifying Procedures:

(1) The export credit liquidity needs to be made available for exporters. The 
NIRVIK scheme is good step in this directi on.
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(2) To digitally refund the embedded taxes and duti es levied at the Central, 
State and local levels is to be done on priority basis.

(3) India needs to reform its import and export procedures, including goods and 
services tax (GST) rules.

(4) It needs to ensure quick paperwork and trade clearances and focus on trade 
facilitati on.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, PIb, ET.



Syllabus   GSII: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.
Questi on   Discuss the pros and cons of the recently introduced draft  of the Competi ti on 

Commission (Amendment) bill 2020.
Context   The Ministry of Corporate Aff airs (MCA)  has recently introduced a draft  

Competi ti on Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2020.
About 
Competi ti on 
Commission 
of India (CCI) 
and Draft  
provisions 
in the  Bill of 
2020

  About CCI:
  It is a statutory and quasi-judicial body, consti tuted in March 2009 under 

the Competi ti on Act, 2002 (which replaced  Monopolies and Restricti ve 
Trade Practi ces Act, 1969 (MRTP Act) on the recommendati ons of Raghavan 
committ ee).

  Compositi on: It consists of a Chairperson and 6 Members, appointed by the 
Central Government.

  Functi ons: 
(1) Fair and healthy competi ti on in economic acti viti es in the country.
(2) Give opinion on competi ti on issues, make the markets work for the benefi t 

and welfare of consumers
(3) Noti fy organizati ons that sell to India if it feels they may be negati vely 

infl uencing competi ti on in India’s domesti c market etc.
  Key Amendments under the Draft  Bill, 2020:

(1) Change in the regulatory structure of the CCI
(2) Consti tuti ng a Governing Body that will exercise general superintendence, 

directi on & management of the aff airs of CCI.
(3) Creati ng a Nati onal Competi ti on Policy
(4) Statutory provision to invite public comments.
(5) Issuing the penalty guidance
(6) Updated defi niti on of the word Cartels from the viewpoint of not only the 

seller but also the buyer.
Pros   Changes in the merger review and Cartel enforcement: 

(1) It would bring the Act more in line with U.S. and EU regulati ons. 
(2) Step towards cross-border harmonizati on for companies doing business in 

these jurisdicti ons

4 Draft  Competi ti on Commission 
(Amendment) BILL 2020
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(3) development of uniform internati onal standards.
  Tech review: Empower the CCI to examine these transacti ons even if the asset 

or sales thresholds are not met-a measure that would allow the agency to 
scruti nize tech transacti ons that would otherwise escape review.

  Nati onal Competi ti on Policy: 
(1) Strengthen the coordinati on between CCI and other regulators => 

Avoidance of turf wars. Eg.  Between TRAI and CCI a few years ago.
  Governing Board: formati on of Governing Board will bring specializati on in the CCI.
  New criteria to trigger combinati on fi lings: 

(1) The Government can now introduce new criteria (not based on turnover or 
value of assets) to trigger a combinati on fi ling. 

(2) This will address situati ons where certain high-value deals could escape 
the CCI review due to certain high-value companies not meeti ng turnover/ 
asset - based thresholds (e.g., in the services and digital sectors). For Ex: 
Facebook acquiring Whatsapp.

(3) There is now an enabling provision in the bill which suggests such mergers 
will also have to go through CCI in the future.

  Extending protecti on to holders of intellectual property rights: The bill, seeks 
to widen protecti on off ered to holders of IPR. => parity in the treatment of 
anti -competi ti ve agreements and abuse of dominant positi on.

  Buyer cartels will now be explicitly covered: 
(1) A cartel is an associati on of producers, sellers, distributors, traders or 

service providers who, by agreement themselves, limit, control or att empt 
to control the producti on, distributi on, sale or price of, or, trade in goods 
or provision of the services.

(2) An enterprise will now be presumed to be part of a horizontal agreement 
if it acti vely parti cipates in furtherance of the agreement, irrespecti ve of 
whether it competes with other parti es or not. 

(3) With this amendment, hubs in a hub and spoke cartel can be penalised.

Cons   Collecti ve abuse of dominance: the Draft  provision has not added a provision 
on prohibiti ng collecti ve abuse of dominance. Collecti ve abuse of dominance 
takes place when two or more connected fi rms collude to abuse their collecti ve 
dominant positi on in a market.

  Reinstati ng Competi ti on Appellate Tribunal (COMPAT): 
(1) In 2017 COMPAT was merged with NCLAT. The draft  does not consider 

reinstati ng it. 
(2) Reinstati ng the COMPAT is necessary for eff ecti vely addressing the appeals 

from orders of the Competi ti on Commission of India (CCI) and ensuring 
effi  cient resoluti on of cases.

  Clarity on procedure of inquiry by the CCI under Secti on 26 of the Competi ti on 
Act, 2002: The CCI’s jurisdicti on to pass certain orders has in fact been challenged 
on various occasions but the bill has failed to do address this.

  Autonomy to DG: dG will be appointed by the CCI and not the Central 
Government. This may be a step towards merging the DG offi  ce with the CCI. 
However, the challenge would be to protect the functi onal autonomy of the 
DG as was intended by the original legislati on.
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  Permitti  ng an informant to withdraw a complaint: 
(1) Currently the Act does not permit the informant or a complainant to 

withdraw his complaint. An inquiry by the CCI once started can only end 
aft er the DG has completed investi gati on and the CCI has passed an order 
agreeing or disagreeing with the DG recommendati on. 

(2) The inclusion of a separate provision permitti  ng the informant/complainant 
to withdraw the informati on, prior to an order directi ng an investi gati on 
being passed would have given CCI a power which could save precious 
regulatory resources.

Source RSTV, 



Syllabus   GSII: Government policies and interventi ons for development in various sectors.
Questi on   discuss the Advantages and disadvantages of recently approved Assisted 

Reproducti ve Technology Regulati on Bill, 2020.
Context   The Union Cabinet recently approved the Assisted Reproducti ve Technology 

Regulati on Bill, 2020 to monitor medical procedures used to assist people to 
achieve pregnancy.

What is meant 
by Assisted 
Reproducti ve 
Technology?

  ART refers to treatments and procedures that aim to achieve pregnancy, 
parti cularly an opti on for people who have already gone through various 
inferti lity treatment opti ons but who sti ll have not achieved pregnancy.

  Some ART opti ons include the following:
(1) Intrauterine inseminati on(IUI): placement of a man's sperm into a woman's 

uterus using a long, narrow tube.
(2) In-Vitro Ferti lizati on: during IVF, eggs and sperm from the couple are 

incubated together in a laboratory to produce an embryo. A health care 
provider then places the embryo into the woman's uterus.

(3) Third party–assisted ART: It consists of assistance like Sperm Donati on, Egg 
Donati on, Surrogates and Gestati onal Carriers and Embryo Donati on

Provisions 
under ART Bill 
2020

  Objecti ve: To regulate ART clinics with the objecti ve of providing “safe and 
ethical” reproducti ve procedures to inferti le couples.

  Provisions:
(1) Consti tuti on of a Nati onal Board and State Boards:  The Nati onal Board shall 

lay down code of conduct to be observed by persons working at clinics, 
to set the minimum standards of physical infrastructure, laboratory and 
diagnosti c equipment and expert manpower to be employed by clinics 
and banks.

  The States and Union Territories shall consti tute the State Boards and State 
Authoriti es within three months of the noti fi cati on by the Central Government.

  The State board shall have the responsibility to follow the policies and plans 
laid by the Nati onal Board for clinics and Banks in the State. 

5        Assisted Reproducti ve Technology    
Regulati on Bill, 2020
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(1) Nati onal Registry & Registrati on Authority: It will maintain a Central 
database and assist the Nati onal Board in its functi oning.  

(2) Stringent Punishment: The bill also proposes for a stringent punishment for 
those practi sing sex selecti on, sale of human embryos or gametes, running 
agencies/rackets/organisati ons for such unlawful practi ces.

Need for the 
Bill

  Rising inferti lity in India, with one in ten aff ected, social sti gma, lengthy and 
complex adopti on processes have increased the demand for ART in India.

  Among Asian countries, India’s ART market is pegged at third positi on with 
reproducti ve medical tourism becoming a signifi cant acti vity. 

  A lack of regulati on, standardisati on of protocols and inadequate reporti ng 
along with the relati vely low costs, led to the mushrooming of ART clinics across 
the country, leading to a plethora of legal, social and ethical issues.

Pros   Ensuring Ethical Practi ces:
(1) The major benefi t of the Act would be that it will regulate the Assisted 

Reproducti ve Technology services in the country.  
(2) Consequently, inferti le couples will be more ensured/confi dent of the 

ethical practi ces in ARTs.
  Protecti ng Women and the Children from exploitati on:

(1) Supporti ng oocyte donor by an insurance cover, protected from multi ple 
embryo implantati on.

(2) Oocyte donati on involves two women: the donor and the woman who 
wishes to be pregnant. 

  The treatment provides an answer for inferti le women with ovarian problems, 
such as primary or premature ovarian failure.

  Protecti ng children born through ART by providing all rights equivalent to a 
Biological Children.

  Regulati ng ART Banks: 
(1) These supply sperm/semen, oocytes/oocyte donor & surrogate mothers to 

ART clinics or the pati ents.
(2) Regulati on by the Nati onal Board and State Boards will ensure 

employment of skilled manpower and right infrastructure and streamline 
the cryopreservati on of sperm, oocytes and embryos by the ART Banks.

  Pre-Geneti c Implantati on Testi ng for any possible abnormal chromosomes: 
(1) It will benefi t the child born through ART and also avoid any geneti c 

diseases in the populati on born through these technologies.
(2) Reproducti ve rights and choices of women in India: Together, the ART bill; 

the Surrogacy Bill; the amendment to the Medical Terminati on of Pregnancy 
Act; and the older Pre-Concepti on and Pre-Natal Diagnosti c Techniques Act 
present a bouquet of legislati on that will have a positi ve impact on the 
reproducti ve rights and choices of women in India.

(3) Database Creati on: Formal registrati on and an established database of 
medical insti tuti ons and clinics providing ART services, will help in regulati on 
of services like surrogacy and aborti on.

(4) It provides safeguards to the pati ents who fall prey to illegal ART centers 
via stringent punishment provisions.

(5) Confi denti ality and Right to Privacy- The bill ensures confi denti ality of not 
only protecti ng the right to privacy of the intending couples, but also.
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Cons   Non-Inclusive ART Bill:
(1) Allowing ART treatment for only inferti le couples and putti  ng an age limit 

(A man above 50 years and a woman above 45 years are not eligible for 
ART) on eligible couples eliminates a whole group of people who may most 
need the treatment. 

(2) ICMR Guidelines were much more inclusive but have been ignored.
  Violati on of Right to Life (Arti cle 21): 

(1) In Devika Biswas vs Union of India case (2016), the Supreme Court 
recognised the right to reproducti on as an important component of the 
‘right to life’ under Arti cle 21. 

(2) Restricti ng ART and surrogacy only to heterosexual relati onships within a 
certain age group and denying reproducti ve choices to LGBT, single persons 
and older couples, would be a violati on of Arti cle 21.

  Overlooking Relati onships other than heterosexual relati onship:
(1) Only an ‘inferti le couple’ is eligible to avail of ART under the ART Bill with 

the term ‘couple’ being narrowly defi ned to mean only a heterosexual 
relati onship of a marriage or a live–in relati onship.

  Important Provisions of ICMR Guidelines of ART Ignored: 
(1) ICMR Guidelines permitt ed single women to benefi t from ART and also 

provided for ‘minimum physical requirement for ART clinics’, ‘essenti al 
qualifi cati ons of ART teams’, & ‘ART procedures’. 

(2) but these are missing from both the ART bill as well as the Surrogacy bill.
  Less women in the Decision Making Process: Even though women are the 

main stakeholders in matt ers related to their wombs, male legislators do not 
include them in the decision-making process.

Way Forward   Need an Integrated Surrogacy and ART Law: the current ART bill does impinge 
on surrogacy too, therefore the government must now work on ensuring 
synchrony in both bills. 

  Gender Balance in Legislati ve Houses: More women in the decision making 
process allows understanding of necessity of having well thought out, 
supporti ve and ti mely laws.

  Need a law which is in sync with technology which is advancing by leaps and 
bounds. Delay in regulati ng technology can lead to a backlash, and the very 
medical interventi ons which are supposed to heal can harm.

Source PIB, the Hindu, PRS India
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Syllabus GS 3: Indian Economy
  Indian Economy and issues relati ng to planning, mobilizati on of resources.

Questi on   Government proposed amendments to Banking regulati on Act in the wake of 
the recent Punjab & Maharashtra Cooperati ve (PMC) Bank crisis. Discuss what 
other issues the cooperati ve banks are facing in India.

Why is it in the 
news ?

  Recently in March 2020, The Finance Minister introduced the banking 
Regulati on (Amendment) Bill, 2020 in Lok Sabha.

  The Bill seeks to amend the Banking Regulati on Act, 1949, with regard to 
cooperati ve banks.

  The Act regulates the functi oning of banks and provides details on various 
aspects such as licensing, management, and operati ons of banks.

  The Union Cabinet had approved amendments to the Banking Regulati on Act 
to empower RBI to have regulatory oversight over cooperati ve banks.

Introducti on   Data on Cooperati ve banks:
(1) According to an RBI report, there were 1,500 plus urban cooperati ve banks 

as on 31 March 2018.
(2) It has more than 8.6 crore depositors, Rs 5 lakh crore deposits and 1,540 

multi -state, urban and other cooperati ve banks.
  The Amendments came In the wake of the recent Punjab & Maharashtra 

Cooperati ve (PMC) Bank crisis.
  It Will bring 1,540 cooperati ve banks under the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

regulati on.
  Aim of the Amendments: To strengthen the fi nancial stability of cooperati ve 

banks and boost public confi dence in the banking system.
  Presently:

(1) Cooperati ve banks are governed by dual regulati ons- state cooperati ve 
bodies and the RbI.

(2) While fi nancial supervision comes under the ambit of the banking regulator, 
appointments are mostly looked aft er by the state bodies.

Issues with 
Cooperati ve 
banks

  The Act puts certain restricti ons as follows:
(1) The Act restricts cooperati ve banks from making loans or advances on the 

security of its own shares.
(2) It prohibits the grant of unsecured loans or advances to its directors, and to 

private companies where the bank’s directors or chairman is an interested 
party.  

(3) The Act specifi es conditi ons when unsecured loans or advances may be 
granted and specifi es the manner in which the loans may be reported to 
RbI.  

(4) The new bill omits these above provision from the Act.

6 Banking Regulati on Act (Amendment) Bill 
2020 
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  About Locati on:
(1) According to the Act, cooperati ve banks cannot open a new place of business 

or change the locati on of the bank without permission from RBI. 
(2) The bill omits this provision

  On Reserves:
(1) The Act requires a scheduled cooperati ve bank to maintain assets with a value 

not exceeding 40% of the its total demand and ti me liabiliti es, within India.  
(2) The bill omits this provision.

  Dual Control and Local Politi cs:
(1) The supervision and administrati on of cooperati ve banks fall within the 

purview of both state governments and the RbI.
(2) More oft en, there is involvement of local politi cians in the running of the 

cooperati ves. They also have a say in the appointment of management and 
board members.

Key Provisions 
of the Bill

  Exclusions: The Act does not apply to following cooperati ve societi es:
(1) Primary agricultural credit societi es
(2) Cooperati ve societi es whose principal business is long term fi nancing for 

agricultural development.  
  Issuance of shares and securiti es by cooperati ve banks:  

(1) A cooperati ve bank may issue equity shares, preference shares, or special 
shares on face value or at a premium to its members or to any other person 
residing within its area of operati on.  

(2) It may issue unsecured debentures or bonds or similar securiti es with 
maturity of ten or more years to such persons.  

(3) Such issuance will be subject to the prior approval of the RBI and any other 
conditi ons as may be specifi ed by RBI.

(4) A co-operati ve bank cannot withdraw or reduce its share capital, except as 
specifi ed by the RBI.

  Supersession of Board of Directors:  
(1) The RBI may supersede the Board of Directors of a multi -state cooperati ves 

for up to fi ve years under certain conditi ons.
(2) The conditi ons include cases where it is in the public interest for RBI to 

supersede the board, and to protect depositors.  
   Power to exempt cooperati ve banks: 

(1) RBI may exempt a cooperati ve bank or a class of cooperati ve banks from 
certain provisions of the Act through noti fi cati on.  

(2) These provisions relate to restricti ons of certain types of employment, 
qualifi cati ons of the Board of Directors etc. 

  Other Proposed Amendments:
(1) Cooperati ve banks would be regulated under the RBI’s banking guidelines.
(2) Their auditi ng would be done as per RBI's norms.
(3) Prior permission from the RbI would be required for the appointment of key 

positi ons.
(4) The regulator would deal with issues such as loan waivers.

Source The Hindu, PRS, PIb, ET.
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Syllabus GS 2: Social Justi ce Protecti on of vulnerable secti ons
Questi on   As per the offi  cial data, crime against children are on a increase in recent years. 

discuss the child abuse menace with reference to recent amendments to 
POCSO Act.

Why is it in the 
news ?

  The Central government noti fi ed the Protecti on of Children from Sexual 
Off ences Rules, 2020.

  The rules enables implementati on of recent amendments to the  Protecti on of 
Children from Sexual Off ences (POCSO) Act.

  The Union Cabinet had approved amendments in the POCSO Act and included 
death penalty for sexual assault on minors.

  The amendments in the POCSO Act provide for fi nes and imprisonment to curb 
child pornography.

More in the 
news/ New 
Rules

  Following are the new additi ons in the rules:
(1) Provision of mandatory police verifi cati on of staff  in schools and care homes.
(2) Procedures to report sexual abuse material (pornography).
(3) Imparti ng age-appropriate child rights educati on among others.

  For crackdown on child pornography:
(1) Any person who has received any pornographic material involving a child 

or any informati on related to such pornographic material being stored,  
circulated, possessed, transmitt ed, facilitated, propagated or displayed, 
shall report the contents to the special juvenile police unit (SJPU) or police, 
or the cybercrime portal.

  Directi on to states:
(1) The state governments have been asked to formulate a child protecti on 

policy based on the principle of "zero-tolerance" to violence against 
children.

  Orientati on Programmes:
(1) both the central and every state government shall provide periodic training 

including sensiti sati on workshops and refresher courses to all persons 
coming in contact with the children.

(2) To sensiti se them about child safety and protecti on and educate them 
regarding their responsibility under the Act.

  Educati ng Children:
(1) The Centre and state governments have been asked to prepare age-

appropriate educati onal material and curriculum for children.
(2) It will work towards informing them about various aspects of personal 

safety, including:
(3) Measures to protect their physical and virtual identi ty
(4) To safeguard their emoti onal and mental wellbeing
(5) Preventi on and protecti on from sexual off ences and reporti ng mechanisms

7 POCSO Act- Child Sex Abuse
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  .Insti tuti ons under check:
(1) Any insti tuti on housing children or coming in regular contact with children, 

must ensure a police verifi cati on and background check on periodic basis of 
every staff .

(2) These insti tuti ons include schools, creches, sports academies or any other 
facility for children.

Stati sti cs   As per the NCRb data, cases for crime against children increased from 1,06,958 
in 2016 to 1,29,032 in 2017.

  Most of the abusers are people known to the victi ms, like parents, relati ves and 
schoolteachers.

The POCSO Act   Enacted in 2012 to provide a robust legal framework for the protecti on of 
children from off ences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography.

  The Act safeguards the interests of children at every stage of the judicial process.
  The Act defi nes a child as any person below the age of 18 years.
  The Act incorporates child friendly procedures for reporti ng, recording of 

evidence, investi gati on and trial of off ences
Issues/ 
Problems

  Low convicti on rate:
(1) In the past six months, from January to June 2019, around 24,000 cases 

were lodged and only 900 had completed trial and disposed of.
(2) Out of these cases, 11,981 were sti ll being investi gated while chargesheets 

had been fi led in 12,231 cases.
  Silence due to fear and social sti gma:

(1) Despite one in every two children being a victi m of child sexual abuse, there 
conti nues to be a huge silence.

(2) Victi ms and their families live with a social taboo; they live in fear and 
predators move around freely.

(3) The fear of att racti ng social sti gma can result in families trying to cover up 
the most horrifi c treatment of children.

  Improper response from the community:
(1) Addressing child sexual abuse is a challenge all over the world. but in India, 

shortcomings in both state and community responses add to the problem.
(2) Victi ms who do come forward to make a complaint oft en suff er as a result. 

They face shaming and blaming more oft en.
  Lack of Monitoring:

(1) A major problem in India is the lack of eff ecti ve monitoring of residenti al 
care faciliti es, orphanages and other children’s insti tuti ons.

  Overburden on judges:
(1) The convicti on rate under POCSO act which is less than 20%.one of the 

reason is we don’t have the judicial infrastructure for the POCSO Act.
(2) The judge in the designated POCSO court is also dealing with other 

responsibiliti es and cases.
Recent 
Amendments 
to POCSO Act

  Punishment:
(1) The bill increases the minimum punishment from seven years to ten years.
(2) If a person commits penetrati ve sexual assault on a child below the age of 

16 years, the punishment will be imprisonment between 20 years to life, 
with a fi ne.
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  Aggravated penetrati ve sexual assault:
(1) The bill increases the minimum punishment from ten years to 20 years, and 

the maximum punishment to death penalty.
(2) The Bill adds two more grounds to the defi niti on of aggravated penetrati ve 

sexual assault:
(3) Assault resulti ng in death of child
(4) Assault committ ed during a natural calamity, or in any similar situati ons of 

violence.
Way Ahead   Eff ecti ve Implementati on:

(1) The new amendments and rules are comprehensive in nature, but the 
eff ecti ve implementati on on ground will only have an impact.

  Support to victi ms: All victi ms should be provided with the support they need 
for full physical and psychological recovery and social reintegrati on

  Speedy Justi ce and Increase in convicti on rate:
(1) The investi gati on of trial of sexual off ences have to be made ti me bound.
(2) Establish “child courts” to handle cases of child abuse as provided for under 

central government schemes.
(3) The dedicated Judges specially for the purpose of CSA cases needs to be 

appointed who will not be engaged in other cases. 
  Monitoring:

(1) There should be a committ ee to look and monitor the most vulnerable 
places from where most cases are coming.

(2) Accordingly, there should be awareness and spread of educati on.
  Change in Mindset:

(1) Law is important, and it is like a tool, like a weapon. but when you don’t 
have the courage and the mind to use it, it’s of no use as the society is not 
prepared to use the weapon.

(2) The mindset has to change.
Source The Hindu, Firstpost, bbC, WHO.
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Syllabus GS 2 Internati onal Relati ons: India and its neighbourhood  
Questi on Q. What is the Sir Creek Dispute? Describe its strategic and economic 

signifi cance for India.
Why is it in 
news?

  At the third editi on of WION’s global summit held in Dubai, former Pakistan 
Minister Kasuri recalled the plan for the Sir Creek Pact.

  The summit organized by WION, India's fi rst Internati onal News Channel, had 
the theme “Navigati ng and negoti ati ng global imperati ves”.

  It brought together policy-makers and global thought leaders for dialogues that 
off ered insights on the way forward.

  The 2020 Global Summit served as a platf orm for global leaders to have a 
dialogue on a common global agenda.

Introducti on   Sir Creek
(1) Sir Creek is a 96-km strip of water disputed between India and Pakistan in 

the Rann of Kutch marshlands.
(2) Originally named Ban Ganga, Sir Creek is named aft er a Briti sh representati ve.
(3) The Creek opens up in the Arabian Sea and roughly divides the Kutch region 

of Gujarat from the Sindh Province of Pakistan.
  What is a creek?

(1) Creek is narrow, shelter waterways, especially an inlet in a shoreline or 
channel in a Marshlands.

(2) It is water body which is smaller than a river but similar in appearance
What is the 
dispute?

  Demarcati on of boundaries: The dispute is mainly on 3 issues viz.
  The actual demarcati on "from the mouth of Sir Creek to the top of Sir Creek".
  The actual demarcati on "from the top of Sir Creek eastward to a point on 

the line designated on the Western Terminus".
  Demarcati on of mariti me boundary between India and Pakistan in Arabian 

Sea.
  Pakistan’s stand:

  Pakistan claims the enti re Sir Creek based on a 1914 agreement signed 
between the government of Sindh and rulers of Kutch.

  As per the Pakistan views, boundary lies to the eastern fl ank of  creek (i.e. 
creek part of Pakistan) and shows the agreement signed in 1914 between 
Government of Sindh and Rao Maharaj of Kutch to butt ress its point.

  Indian stand:
  India claims that the boundary lies mid-channel, as was depicted in a map in 

1925 and implemented with pillars placed to mark the boundary.
  India also used the same document and 'Thalweg doctrine' to claim that 

boundary lies in between the creek.
  Thalweg doctrine says that, boundary line must be midway through a navigable 

channel.

8 Sir Creek Dispute 
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  India also shows the 1914 document which says that, the creek is navigable 
during high ti des and says that, pillars which were installed in 1924 were along 
the midcourse.

  Eff ect on EEZ: If one country agrees to the other’s traditi onal positi on, then the 
former will end up losing a vast amount of Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) rich 
with gas and mineral deposits.

How has 
the dispute 
evolved over 
the ti me?

  Till 1954: The borders around Sir Creek were virtually open and there was a 
free movement of people and material from both sides.

  Aft er 1954: India and Pakistan started rigid stances on borders and a controversy 
evolved around Sir Creek.

  Till 1968: India and Pakistan were competi ng with each other to provide 
historical evidence that it belonged to them.

  Post War Tribunal:
(1) Aft er the 1965 war, Briti sh Prime Minister Harold Wilson successfully 

persuaded both countries to end hosti liti es and set up a tribunal to resolve 
the dispute.

(2) Since 1969, 12 rounds of talks have been held over the issue of Sir Creek, 
but both sides have denied reaching any soluti on.

(3) United Nati ons Conventi on on Law of the Sea(UNCLOS) was the way for the 
soluti on

  1999 Atlanti que Incident:
(1) This disputed region is known for the Atlanti que Incident which occurred in 

August 1999.
(2) The Indian IAF’s MiG-21FL fi ghters shot down the Pakistan Navy’s 

reconnaissance plane the Breguet Atlanti que which was carrying 16 naval 
offi  cers on board, for an alleged airspace violati on of Indian airspace on 
August 10, 1999.

(3) The incident occured just a month aft er the Kargil War, creati ng a tense 
atmosphere between India and Pakistan.

Why has the 
issue not 
sett led yet?

  1914 Agreement:
  According to India, 1914 agreement was signed between Sindh and Kutch.
  They have become parts of two sovereign states, India and Pakistan, and 

thus their mariti me boundary now needed to be sett led as per internati onal 
norms, mainly the Thalweg doctrine.

  1925 resoluti on: Another resoluti on of the erstwhile Bombay Government 
adopted in 1925 did install mid-channel pillars in Sir Creek.

  Pakistan’s opinion: Pakistan does not agree with India since an acceptance 
of these provisions would lead to redrawing of the mariti me boundary in the 
area, re-delineati on of the Exclusive Economic Zone and other fi shing areas in 
the Arabian Sea.

  Issue of terrain:
  Applicati on of internati onal laws also would be diffi  cult in terrain that 

constantly change shape.
  In marshy areas like the Rann, landmasses emerge and slip back into water.
  The joint survey held by India and Pakistan held in 2007 claimed Sir Creek 

had shift ed nearly 1.5 km eastwards.
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Internati onal 
laws and 
conventi ons 
on mariti me 
boundaries

  UNCLOS: A country has special rights to EEZ under the United Nati ons 
Conventi on on the Law of the Sea that includes explorati on and use of resources 
there including via deep sea mining, in which there have been exciti ng new 
breakthroughs.

  Thalweg doctrine:
(1) Thalweg is the line of the greatest depth of the channel or watercourse.
(2) The Thalweg Doctrine defi nes the border between two states separated by 

a watercourse or fl owing body of water as lying along the Thalweg.
Signifi cance of 
the creek for 
India

  Strategic locati on: Sir Creek occupies a strategic locati on on the India’s 
western fronti er.

  Economic:
(1) The dispute is mainly because of the fi shing resources as it’s considered to 

be one of the largest fi shing grounds in Asia
(2) It is also said to be rich in hydrocarbons and shale gas having immense 

economic potenti al.
Challenges   Plight of fi sherman: Many fi shermen in a bid to catch fi sh, get caught by the 

other country’s forces and remain in jail for many years.
  Terrorist acti viti es:  The disputed area and it’s vicinity is used by terrorists to 

travel to India and conduct terrorist acti viti es. e.g. the 26/11 Mumbai att acks.
  Smuggling: The creek being navigable could be used as a route for traffi  cking of 

drugs and other illicit arti cles.
Way ahead   Designati ng the creek as mariti me sensiti ve zone:

(1) Both countries could designate the area a mariti me sensiti ve zone.
(2) In this way, environment protecti on off ers a signifi cant opportunity for 

bilateral cooperati on between the two countries.
  Arbitrati on tribunal under UNCLOS:  India and Pakistan both can look forward 

for consti tuti on of an arbitrati on tribunal under Arti cle 287 (c) of the UN 1982 
Conventi on on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Sources Indian Express, The diplomat, Live Mint, IdSA, WION News.
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Syllabus GS 2 Internati onal Relati ons: India and its neighbourhood relati ons; Eff ect of 
policies of developed and developing countries on India

Questi on Q. The US-Taliban pact may not be the lasti ng soluti on to bring peace in 
Afghanistan and the adjoining region. Comment.

Why is it in 
news?

  The US and Taliban have signed an agreement for “bringing Peace to 
Afghanistan”, recently which will enable the US and NATO to withdraw troops 
in the next 14 months. India was represented by Ambassador to Qatar.

Introducti on   Parti es to the pact:
(1) The pact is between the “Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan which is not 

recognized by the United States as a state and is known as the Taliban and 
the US”.

(2) The U.S. has committ ed to getti  ng UN Security Council endorsement for the 
deal with an enti ty that it does not recognise.

  Joint declarati on:
(1) A three-page joint declarati on between the Afghan government (Islamic 

Republic of Afghanistan) and the US was issued in Kabul.
(2) The joint declarati on is a symbolic commitment to the Afghanistan 

government that the US is not abandoning it.
(3) The Taliban have got what they wanted: troops withdrawal, removal of 

sancti ons, release of prisoners.
  Who are Talibans?

(1) The Taliban is a Sunni fundamentalist organisati on that is involved in Afghan 
politi cs.

(2) It is also a military group that is involved in an insurgency against the 
currently elected government in Afghanistan.

(3) The Taliban controlled almost three-quarters of the country from 1996 to 
2001 and was notorious for their strict implementati on of the Sharia or 
Islamic law there.

(4) The period saw widespread abuse of human rights, especially targeted 
against women.

Key features of 
the deal

  Troops Withdrawal: The US will draw down to 8,600 troops in 135 days and the 
NATO or coaliti on troop numbers will also be brought down, proporti onately 
and simultaneously. And all troops will be out within 14 months.

  Taliban Commitment: The main counter-terrorism commitment by the Taliban 
is that Taliban will not allow any of its members, other individuals or groups, 
including al-Qaeda, to use the soil of Afghanistan to threaten the security of the 
United States and its allies.

  Removal of sancti ons: UN sancti ons on Taliban leaders to be removed by three 
months and US sancti ons by August 27. The sancti ons will be out before much 
progress is expected in the intra-Afghan dialogue.

9 US-Taliban Peace Deal
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  Release of prisoners: The US-Taliban pact says up to 5,000 imprisoned Taliban 
and up to 1,000 prisoners from “the other side” held by Taliban “will be 
released” by March 10.

India’s stand 
on the issue

  Afghan lead process: India has always been supporti ve of the inclusive peace 
process, specifi cally Afghan-owned, Afghan-led and Afghan-controlled process.

  On intra-Afghan dialogue: The parti cipati on of the Afghan government’s 
delegati on during the Doha agreement as well as the upcoming intra-Afghan 
peace negoti ati ons would be following the path desired by India.

  Peace in Afghanistan: The deal has reiterated India’s commitment to 
Afghanistan’s pursuit of “sustainable peace and reconciliati on”.

  Acceptance of Doha Agreement: The Government of India has accepted the 
Doha Agreement (2020)

India and 
Taliban

  IC-814 Hijack: India holds bitt er memories from the IC-814 hijack in 1999, when 
it had to release terrorists — including Maulana Masood Azhar who founded 
Jaish-e-Mohammed that went on to carry out terror att acks on Parliament 
(2001), in Pathankot (2016) and in Pulwama (2019).

  India’s engagement against Taliban: The Taliban perceived India as a hosti le 
country, as India had supported the anti -Taliban force Northern Alliance in the 
1990s.

  No recogniti on to Taliban regime: India never gave diplomati c and offi  cial 
recogniti on to the Taliban when it was in power during 1996-2001.

Impact on 
India

  Favour to Pakistan military: As a result of the deal, Pakistan military (through 
its ally Taliban) will become dominant players in Afghanistan’s power circles, 
which is not in line with Indian interests.

  No menti on of India in the pact: The Taliban did not name India among the 
countries that supported the peace process, but specially thanked Pakistan for 
the support, work and assistance provided.

  Silence on anti -India terror groups: Despite the fact that the pact menti ons 
al-Qaeda, it is silent on other terrorist groups such as Lashkar-e-Toiba or Jaish-
e-Mohammed.

Challenges   Side-lining Afghan Government: The primary issue with the U.S- Taliban 
engagement is that it deliberately excluded the Afghan government because 
the insurgents do not see the government as legiti mate rulers.

  Handing powers to Taliban: This appears to sideline the Intra-Afghan dialogue, 
and India’s support for the electi on process for leadership in Afghanistan.

  One-sided Deal: The deal is more concerned with the Taliban demands, while 
the actual terms of the ‘peace deal’ are yet to be negoti ated between the 
Taliban and the Afghan side.

  Weak central govt: The process could be complicated by a weak central 
government, affl  icted by ethnic, sectarian, and tribal diff erences.

  Impositi on of Sharia law: Taliban has the ulti mate goal of imposing Sharia in 
their respecti ve regions which is in confl ict with the aspirati ons of the people 
of Afghanistan.

Way forward   Isolati on of batt lefi eld: To resolve confl ict within Afghanistan, the batt lefi eld 
needs to be isolated i.e. external support to the terrorist acti viti es needs to be 
abandoned.
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  Reforms in Afghan govt:
  State’s failure to meet the expectati ons of the general public oft en leads to 

militancy.
  Thus, administrati ve reforms within Afghanistan government are the need 

of the hour.
  Capacity building: India should conti nue infrastructural development in the 

nati on and hold conversati ons with Taliban too, if situati on escalates.
  Training the Afghan forces: India should conti nue to provide military aid and 

weapons to Afghanistan’s Army to contain terrorism and safeguard Indian 
interests in the region.

Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, The Diplomat, ORF, Al Jazeera.



Syllabus GS 2 Internati onal Relati ons: India and its neighbourhood relati ons; India’s Act 
East Policy

Questi on Q. Enhancing economic partnership with Myanmar needs to be a priority in 
India’s Act East Policy which will benefi t India in enhancing ti es with Southeast 
Asia. Criti cally analyse.

Why is it in 
news?

  Security forces in an India-Myanmar joint operati on destroyed several militant 
camps of Arakan Army on the Indo-Myanmar border.

  The acti on averted a  threat to the ambiti ous Kaladan multi -modal project.
Evoluti on of 
Indo-Myanmar 
ti es

  1948: India established diplomati c ti es with Myanmar in 1948 aft er it gained 
independence.

  Military coup of 1962: The ti es however deteriorated aft er the overthrow 
of democracy in Myanmar in 1962 as India condemned the military coup. 
Incidentally, this was the period when Myanmar went into the Chinese fold.

  1980s: The relati ons further worsened during late 1980s when Myanmar 
witnessed pro-democracy movements that were suppressed by the military 
junta causing a mass infl ux of Burmese refugees into India.

  Look East Policy and aft erwards: Indo- Myanmar relati ons witnessed a 
turnaround during 1990s when India mooted the Look East Policy with Myanmar 
emerging as key to this foreign policy posture by India.

Areas of co-
operati on

  Trade and Economy:
  bilateral trade has witnessed a 7.53% growth in 2018-19 and current trade 

fi gures stand at US $ 1.7 Billion.
  India’s imports from Myanmar saw a decline of 18.47%, India’s export to 

Myanmar witnessed 24.74% growth during the same period.
  India is the fi ft h largest trading partner of Myanmar.

  Capacity development:

10 India-Myanmar Relati ons
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  India has already extended $2 billion in soft  loans. It has off ered to help 
Myanmar developmental assistance in the areas it wants rather than be 
prescripti ve.

  India is also providing assistance in setti  ng up insti tuti ons for higher learning 
and research such as the Myanmar Insti tute of Informati on Technology, 
Advanced Centre for Agricultural Research and Educati on, Myanmar-India 
Centre for Enhancement of IT Skills etc.

  Multi lateral Partnership:
  BIMSTEC: Myanmar became a member of bIMSTEC in december 1997. 

Myanmar is a signatory to the bIMSTEC Free Trade Agreement.. The 13th 
BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeti ng was held in Myanmar in January 2011.

  Mekong Ganga Cooperati on:
 ■ Myanmar has been a member of the Mekong Ganga Cooperati on (MGC) 

since its incepti on in November 2000.
 ■ MGC is an initi ati ve by six countries – India and fi ve ASEAN countries 

namely, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam – for 
cooperati on in the fi elds of tourism, educati on, culture, transport and 
communicati on.

 ■ The chairmanship of MGC is assumed by member countries in alphabeti cal 
order.

  Defence:
• Culture:

  India and Myanmar share close cultural ti es and a sense of deep kinship, 
given India's buddhist heritage.

  India is undertaking some key initi ati ves in the restorati on of the Ananda 
Temple in Bagan and the repair and conservati on of a large number of 
damaged pagodas.

  India has also completed work on restoring and renovati ng two historic 
temples in bodh Gaya built by Myanmar rulers King Mindon and King 
baygyidaw.

• Indian diaspora:
  There are varying esti mates of 1.5-2.0 million people of Indian origin living 

and working in various parts of Myanmar.
  A large number of the Indian community (nearly 150,000) live in bago 

(Zeyawaddy and Kuayktaga) and Tanintharyi Region and Mon State, primarily 
engaged in farming.

Signifi cance of 
Myanmar for 
India

  Geopoliti cs: Myanmar strategic locati on gives India a upper hand over China in 
terms of geopoliti cal scenario.

  Market for Indian goods: Myanmar with a populati on of around 60 million can 
serve as a huge market for Indian exports with added advantages such as low 
cost of logisti cs due to transportati on through land borders.

  Security in North East:
(1) Cooperati on with Myanmar is crucial for controlling insurgency in North 

Eastern states.
(2) Besides, the porous borders provide ferti le grounds for organized crime that 

is human traffi  cking, drugs peddling and smuggling of arms and ammuniti on.
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  Gateway to S-E Asia: Myanmar is the only ASEAN member that shares its 
borders with India and thus provides opportunity for deepening ti es with 
south-east Asian nati ons under the Look East and Act East policies.

Challenges   Low trade volume: Bilateral trade between India and Myanmar is sti ll abysmally 
low primarily due to the slack movement of infrastructure projects.

  Security along the border: Internal Security is a major concern for India as 
the Indo-Myanmar border is porous and lightly policed which is exploited by 
terrorist outf its and insurgent groups from North Eastern part of India e.g. 
supply of trained cadres, arms traffi  cking etc.

  Widening trust defi cit: Delay in implementati on of various projects along the 
Indo-Myanmar border has led to widened trust defi cit between India and 
Myanmar.

  Rohingya issue: About 40000 Rohingya refugees are currently staying in India 
whose deportati on is sti ll a issue between India and Myanmar.

  China factor: China’s growing infl uence in the region is a potenti al threat to 
Indian interests in Myanmar as India has found it diffi  cult to counter Chinese 
infl uence in Myanmar.

Way ahead   Effi  cient border management: Both the countries should engage constructi vely 
in effi  cient border management and regulati on to check the misuse of open 
border by internal and external forces.

  Connecti vity to S-E Asia: Myanmar is India’s gateway to Southeast Asia and 
could be the required impetus to realize India’s Act East Policy.

  Speeding up of stalled projects: India needs to give priority to long pending 
infrastructure projects which will help in a great way to further strengthen 
ti es between the two countries.

  Leveraging trade opportuniti es:
(1) Myanmar itself is an emerging consumer market of 60 million people who 

have demands for products ranging from personal care to beverages to 
smart phones.

(2) India should leverage these export opportuniti es.
Sources The Hindu, The diplomat, Live Mint, IdSA, ORF, Indian Express
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Syllabus GS 3 Science and Technology: Quantum Technology and its applicati ons
Questi on   Q. What is Quantum Technology? Discuss its signifi cance for India’s strategic 

and economic development.
Why is it in 
news?

  The government in the Budget 2020 has announced a Nati onal Mission on 
Quantum Technologies & Applicati ons (NM-QTA) with a total budget outlay of 
Rs 8000 Crore for a period of fi ve years to be implemented by the Department 
of Science & Technology (dST).

What is 
Quantum 
Technology?

  Quantum technology is a class of technology that works by using the principles 
of quantum mechanics (the physics of sub-atomic parti cles), including quantum 
entanglement and quantum superpositi on.

What is 
Quantum 
Mechanics?

  Quantum Mechanics:
(1) It is a fundamental theory in physics which describes nature at the smallest 

– including atomic and subatomic – scales.
(2) At the scale of atoms and electrons, many of the equati ons of classical 

mechanics, which describe how things move at everyday sizes and speeds, 
cease to be useful.

(3) In classical mechanics, objects exist in a specifi c place at a specifi c ti me.
(4) However, in quantum mechanics, objects instead exist in a haze of 

probability; they have a certain chance of being at point A, another chance 
of being at point b and so on.

  What is quantum entanglement?
(1) Quantum entanglement is when two atoms are connected, or entangled, 

despite being separated.
(2) If you change the properti es of one of them, the other changes instantly.

  What is quantum superpositi on?
(1) Quantum superpositi on is the theory that sub-atomic parti cles exist in 

multi ple states simultaneously.
(2) It proposed that parti cles at sub atomic level possess properti es which does 

not obey the conventi onal principles of classsical physics.
Nati onal 
Mission on 
Quantum 
Technology 
and 
Applicati ons

  Objecti ve: The new mission will oversee the development of quantum 
technologies for communicati ons, computi ng, materials development and 
cryptography.

  It will coordinate the work of scienti sts, industry leaders and government 
departments

  Implementi ng authority: The move will be implemented by the department of 
Science & Technology (dST).

  Focus area: The areas of focus for the Mission will be in fundamental science, 
translati on, technology development, human and infrastructural resource 
generati on, innovati on and start-ups to address issues concerning nati onal prioriti es.

11 Quantum Technology
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Advantages   Secure Communicati on:
(1) Quatum entanglement can be used in enhancing the security of 

communicati on through quantum protected cipher keys.
(2) We can use entangled atoms to detect whether someone has interfered 

with the transmission of data
  Nanomaterials: Quantum technology can be used a tool to develop 

nanomaterials having excepti onal properti es at the atomic and sub-atomic 
level.

  Disaster Management: Mathemati cal Models developed using Quantum 
Computi ng can almost perfectly give a clear picture of upcoming natural 
calamiti es.

  Pharmaceuti cal: Quantum technology can greatly help in synthesis of new 
drug molecule which currently takes almost a decade for manual synthesis by 
scienti sts in conventi onal labs.

  Quantum computers:
(1) The practi cal applicati on of Quantum superpositi on is most obvious in 

quantum computers.
(2) While digital computers store data as bits (the ones and zeros of binary), 

quantum computers use qubits that exist as a one, zero or both at the same 
ti me.

(3) This superpositi on state creates a practi cally infi nite range of possibiliti es, 
allowing for incredibly fast simultaneous and parallel calculati ons.

Challenges   Lack of Infrastructure: India lacks the presence of dedicated labs to conduct 
experiments in quantum mechanics.

  Lack of manpower: There is acute shortage of highly skilled professionals 
in India to conduct experiments related to Quantum technology since the 
experiments are complex.

  Modern warfare:
(1) Quantum technology will bring new challenges in terms of warfare and 

confl ict strategies.
(2) In that case, India’s current security plans may have to be reworked to 

develop integrated war-theatre strategies taking into account the issued 
arising due to use of quantum technologies.

  Security concerns: The current security infrastructure of IT and other secure 
communicati on network may not be able to handle the security risks associated 
with the applicati on of quantum technology.

Way forward   Private funding in R&D: Private fi rms and philanthropic funding will be 
favourable give impetus the quantum technology as government resources 
might not be suffi  cient to carry out research projects.

  Global co-operati on: India should move ahead and partner with countries 
conducti ng complex projects to build a build a strong scienti fi c community of 
like-minded countries.

  Strong regulatory framework: A strong regulatory framework needs to be 
established before the technology comes into to check the probable misuse of 
quantum technology by elements as organizati ons having interest against the 
security and integrity of the country.
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  Industry-Academia collaborati on: Both India Inc. as well as research insti tute 
needs to collaborate to foster research as well as development of criti cal 
infrastructure.

Sources business Insider, Science direct, Live Mint, The Hindu



Syllabus GS 3: Security and Technology:
  Science and Technology - developments and their applicati ons and eff ects in 

everyday life.
Questi on   Recently, government approved the automated facial recogniti on system 

(AFRS). Trace the possible benefi ts and risks associated with AFRS.
Why is it in 
the news ?

  The Union Home Ministry has approved the automated facial recogniti on 
system (AFRS).

  The purpose is to identi fy unrecognised bodies, missing children & criminals.
More in the 
news

  The approval has been accorded for implementati on of AFRS by the Nati onal 
Crime Records bureau (NCRb).

  AFRS will use police records and will be accessible only to law enforcement 
agencies.

Introducti on   What is Facial recogniti on technology and How it works?
(1) AFRS uses a database of photos, such as mugshots and driver's license 

photos to identi fy people in security photos and videos.
(2) It uses biometrics to map facial features and help verify identi ty through key 

features of the face.
(3) The most key feature is the geometry of a face such as the distance between 

a person's forehead to their chin, the distance between person's eyes etc.
(4) This then creates what is called a "facial signature."
(5) It is a mathemati cal formula that is then compared to a database of known 

faces.
  Applicati ons of AFRS:

(1) It is used everywhere from airports, venues, shopping centers and by law 
enforcement.

Benefi ts of 
AFRS

  It is increasingly being used for following:
(1) Facial authenti cati on could help you unlock your phone
(2) Validati ng your identi ty
(3) Face detecti on could help count the number of people in traffi  c
(4) Auto-tagging digital photos to fi nd missing persons
(5) Targeted adverti sing

  For Law Enforcement:
(1) It will facilitate bett er identi fi cati on of criminals, unidenti fi ed dead bodies 

and missing children.

12 Facial Recogniti on
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 (2) Telangana will use facial recogniti on soft ware in local electi ons soon, the 
fi rst such use of the technology in the country.

(3) AFRS soft ware will be used to verify voters in 10 polling stati ons to reduce 
impersonati on cases.

  As per the offi  cial statement, the technology is needed to bolster a severely 
under-policed country, and to stop criminals.

Issues/ 
Challenges
 

  Not Infallible:
(1) Facial recogniti on is not fool-proof, and there have been instances of 

misidenti fi cati on.
(2) As per a research by the Massachusett s Insti tute of Technology, the facial 

recogniti on algorithms consistently misidenti fy faces.
(3) Misidenti fying someone can lead to wrongful convicti ons and may impinge 

on a core democrati c right to vote.
  Concerns about privacy:

(1) AFRS’s indiscriminate and large-scale recording, storing and analysing of our 
images undermines the privacy.

(2) The people under scanner can no longer do anything in public without the 
state knowing about it.

  Fear of Surveillance:
(1) Facial recogniti on technology brings monitoring to new levels.
(2) It can be very damaging to our society by being abused by law enforcement 

for things like constant surveillance of the public.
(3) China’s reported use of facial recogniti on technologies for surveillance in 

Xinjiang is an example of how it is problemati c.
(4) The technology of control is symptomati c of the state’s mistrust of its 

citi zens.
  Impact on Democrati c Politi cal Culture:

(1) Blanket surveillance can deter individuals from att ending public events.
(2) It can sti fl e parti cipati on in politi cal protests and campaigns for change and 

can discourage the dissent.
(3) This goes against the right to freedom of assembly, associati on and 

expression.
  The already vulnerable groups can be targeted:

(1) The technology can be deployed selecti vely, for example to identi fy migrants 
and refugees.

(2) The use of handheld mobile devices with a facial recogniti on app by police 
forces raises the spectre of enhanced racial profi ling.

(3) As per the multi ple studies, accuracy rates of facial recogniti on algorithms 
are parti cularly low in the case of minoriti es, women and children.

  Lack of safeguards:
(1) India currently does not have a data protecti on law. The Personal Data 

Protecti on Bill 2018 is yet to come into force.
(2) In the absence of a law, enforcement agencies will have a high degree of 

discreti on.
Globally   Globally, the backlash against the technology is growing.

  San Francisco and Oakland in the United States have banned the use of facial 
recogniti on.
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  European Union is considering a similar move in public areas for up to fi ve 
years.

  London however adopted the technology and will use real ti me facial recogniti on 
systems to police the city.

Way ahead   Safeguards: AFRS's deployment for security and law enforcement should come 
with strong safeguards against misuse.

  Surveillance should be restricted to the pursuit of serious crime instead of 
enabling the unjusti fi ed interference into our liberty and rights.

  Strict Regulati on instead of banning it:
(1) Instead of simply banning an enti re category of technologies with so many 

possible applicati ons, policymakers should employ precision regulati on.
(2) Without proper regulati on of these systems, we risk creati ng a police state.

  Debate and Scruti ny:
(1) There is a desperate need of a more prominent conversati on on its impact 

on our rights and civil liberti es.
(2) It should be put through strict Parliamentary scruti ny and oversight in 

additi on with the data protecti on bill.
Source The Hindu, Forbes, Indian Express.



Syllabus GS 2: Governance Issues related to law and order. 
Questi on Q. What are the salient features of the Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019? Suggest 

remedies to address the menace of illicit weapons in India.
Why is it in 
news? 

  Recently the Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was passed by Rajya Sabha to 
amend the six decades old Arms Act 1959.

Introducti on   The Arms Act, 1959 
  To regulate the use of weapons, laying down licensing procedures and 

punishments. 
  The Act bans the manufacture, sale, use, transfer, conversion, testi ng or 

proofi ng of fi rearms without a license.
  It also prohibits the shortening of fi rearm barrel or conversion of imitati on 

fi rearms into fi rearms without a license.
Salient 
features of the 
bill vis-à-vis 
Arms Act 1959

  Ban on fi rearms: 
  The Arms Act,1959 bans manufacture, sale, use, transfer, conversion, testi ng 

or proofi ng of fi rearms without license.  
  The Bill prohibits obtaining or procuring un-licensed fi rearms, and the 

conversion of one category of fi rearms to another without a license.
  Reducti on in number of fi rearms: 
  Bill reduces the number of permitt ed fi rearms from three to one including 

licenses given on inheritance or heirloom basis.  

13       Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019
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  1-year ti me: There is a ti me period of one year to deposit the excess fi rearms 
with the offi  cer-in-charge of the nearest police stati on or with a licensed fi rearm 
dealer as specifi ed.

  Increase in punishment: The bill increases the punishment to between seven 
years and life imprisonment, along with a fi ne.

  Tracking of fi rearms: The bill empowers the central government to make rules 
to track fi rearms and ammuniti on from manufacturer to purchaser to detect, 
investi gate, and analyse illicit manufacturing and traffi  cking

  Increase in durati on of validity:  The bill increases the durati on of validity of 
fi re arms license from existi ng three years to fi ve years.

New off ences 
added under 
the act

  Forcefully taking a fi rearm from police or armed forces:
  Several instances of snatching fi rearms from security forces had happened in 

the recent past in the country.
  Snatching fi rearms will be punishable with imprisonment between 10 years 

and life imprisonment, along with fi ne.
  Using fi rearms in celebratory gunfi re: Using fi rearms in a celebratory gunfi re 

which endangers human life or personal safety of others, punishable with 
imprisonment of up to two years, or fi ne of up to one lakh rupees, or both.  

  Possession of fi rearms by organised crime syndicate:
  An organised crime syndicate refers to two or more persons committi  ng 

organised crime.  
  Possession of fi rearms or ammuniti on by a member of a syndicate, in violati on 

of the Act, will be punishable with imprisonment between 10 years and life, 
along with a fi ne.

  Dealing in unlicensed fi rearms: Dealing in un-licensed fi rearms (including its 
manufacture or sale), converti ng a fi rearm without license, or importi ng or 
exporti ng fi rearms without license will also be punishable with imprisonment 
between 10 years and life.

  Illicit traffi  cking: It is punishable with imprisonment between 10 years and life, 
along with a fi ne.

Present status 
of fi re arms in 
India

  Number of gun licences 
  According to an esti mate, India has a total of around 35 lakh gun licences. 
  In Militancy-hit Jammu and Kashmir, 3.7 lakh people possess arms licences.
  Case of Punjab: 
  Punjab witnessed pro Khalistan millitancy in 1980s and 1990s, has around 3.6 

lakh acti ve gun licences, 
  Most of licences were issued during the two decades of strife to fi ght with the 

terrorists.
  Use in suicides: India stands at third positi on in number of suicides committ ed 

with guns most of which are licensed.
Criti cisms   Ancestral weapons: Rajpoot community has objected to the one weapon rule 

inserted by the act as many of the royal families possess more than one weapon 
inherited from their ancestors.

  Numbers of crimes committ ed using licensed weapons: Number of off ences 
committ ed with licensed weapons are very low as compared to illicit weapons 
and thus it is being criti cized that curbing licensed weapons will not result 
lesser crimes.
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Way ahead   Curbing illicit weapons: Curbing the manufacturing and traffi  cking of illicit 
weapons should be checked and a massive country wide operati on needs to 
be launched to close down illicit arms manufacturing units operati ng in the 
remote places.

  Proper implementati on of the new act: 
  Implementati on of the amended act is responsibility of the police forces.
  Proper implementati on using nati onal database and periodic reassessment of 

licensing procedures will be crucial to enforce the provisions of this act.
  Allowing state amendments: State governments should be allowed to 

introduce amendments to the act in considerati on with historical signifi cance 
of the ancestral weapons and law and order conditi on of that region.

  Expediti ng setti  ng up of NDAL:  
  A portal is being developed that would house the Nati onal Database on Arms 

License (NDAL) and Arms License Issuance System (ALIS). 
  Setti  ng up of this portal should be given top priority in order to access 

informati on on arms licenses issued, license holders and the ammuniti ons.
Source Indian Express, PRS, RSTV, PIb



Syllabus GS 3: Governance, Consti tuti on:
  Separati on of powers, redressed mechanisms and insti tuti ons.

Questi on   Criti cally analyze the recent controversy regarding the Tribunals rules and 
Supreme court judgment regarding these rules.

Why is it in the 
news ?

  The Finance Ministry has framed new rules that have prescribed uniform norms 
for the appointment and service conditi ons of members to various tribunals.

  The rules are called "Tribunal, Appellate Tribunal and other Authoriti es 
(Qualifi cati ons, Experience and other Conditi ons of Service of Members) 
Rules 2020" 

About 
Tribunals

  Why Tribunals?
(1) The concept of tribunals came into existence with an objecti ve of to provide 

specialised and speedy justi ce.
(2) This cannot be delivered by the judicial system due to the overburden of 

cases/appeals and technicaliti es in procedure.
  Consti tuti onal Provisions:

(1) Arti cle 323A and 323B providing for consti tuti on of tribunals dealing with 
administrati ve matt ers and other issues.

(2) Tribunals are to be organized and established in such a manner that they do 
not violate the integrity of the judicial system.

(3) Tribunals are organised as a part of civil and criminal court system under 
the supremacy of the Supreme Court of India.

14 Importance of Tribunals
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  Some Characteristi cs of Administrati ve Tribunals (Arti cle 323A):
(1) They have some features of the ordinary courts but not all.
(2) Administrati ve tribunals are independent and not subject to any 

administrati ve interference in the discharge of judicial or quasi-judicial 
functi ons.

(3) These tribunals are bound to abide by the principle of natural justi ce.
  Tribunals for other matt ers (Arti cle 323B):

(1) These tribunals are empowered to adjudicate any dispute or complaint with 
respect to the matt ers specifi ed under clause (2) of Arti cle 323B.

(2) Some of the matt ers given under clause (2) are:
(3) Levy, assessment, collecti on and enforcement of any tax
(4) Foreign exchange and export
(5) Industrial and labour disputes
(6) Producti on, procurement, supply and distributi on of foodstuff s
(7) Rent and it’s regulati on and control and tenancy issues etc.

Recent 
Developments

  The appointment of the Judges of Tribunal was regulated by the Tribunal, 
Appellate Tribunal and other Authoriti es (Qualifi cati ons, Experience and other 
Conditi ons of Service of Members) Rules, 1963.

  Government replaced these rules in 2017 to incorporate changes in the 
qualifi cati on, selecti on, salary, appointment and other aspects of the 
appointment of judges to the ITAT and AAR.

  The 2017 rules were challenged in the Supreme Court.
  The Supreme Court quashed the 2017 rules as unconsti tuti onal for being 

violati ve of principles of independency of the judiciary.
  The Court directed the Central Government to formulate new rules.
  New Rules: The Tribunal, Appellate Tribunal and other Authoriti es 

(Qualifi cati ons, Experience and other Conditi ons of Service of Members) Rules, 
2020 noti fi ed by the Central Government.

  The reframed rules, noti fi ed by the Ministry of Finance alleged to  suff er from 
the same vices.

The Issue   In 2017:
(1) The power to prescribe eligibility criteria, removal, selecti on process, 

tenure and other service conditi ons were sub-delegated to the rule-making 
powers of the Central government.

  Supreme Court's Arguments:
(1) The search-cum-selecti on-committ ee is an att empt to keep the judiciary 

away from the process of selecti on and appointments.
(2) The executi ve is a liti gati ng party in most of the liti gati on and hence cannot 

be allowed to be a dominant parti cipant in tribunal appointments.
(3) The tenure of three years for members will “preclude culti vati on of 

adjudicatory experience and is thus injurious to the effi  ciency of the 
Tribunals”.

  Selecti on Committ ees Compositi on:
(1) In the 2017 rules, the selecti on committ ee for all other tribunals, except 

NCLAT, was made up either enti rely from personnel within or nominated by 
the Central government.
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(2) The selecti on committ ee for NCLAT consisted of two judges and two 
secretaries to the Government of India.

(3) All other committ ees except for NCALT, comprised only one judge and three 
secretaries to the Government of India.

(4) Now, in the 2020 rules, by default, all committ ees consist of a judge, 
the president/chairman/chairperson of the tribunal concerned and two 
secretaries to the Government of India.

More about 
Tribunals

  Advantages of Administrati ve Tribunals:
  Flexibility: As against the stringent and infl exible procedures of the ordinary 

court, the administrati ve tribunals have a quite informal and easy-going 
procedure.

  Speedy Justi ce: With the not so complex procedures, it is easy to decide the 
matt ers quickly and effi  ciently.

  Less Expensive: The Administrati ve Tribunals take less ti me to solve the cases 
as compared to the ordinary courts.

  Quality Justi ce: The administrati ve tribunals are considered best and the most 
eff ecti ve method in present ti me.

  Relieving Courts: The system of administrati ve adjudicati on has lowered down 
the burden of the cases on the ordinary courts.

  Drawbacks of Administrati ve Tribunals:
  Against the Rule of Law: The equality before law is subjugated as the tribunals 

provide separate laws and procedures for certain matt ers.
  Lack of specifi ed procedure: As these adjudicatory bodies do not have any rigid 

set of rules and procedures, there is a chance of violati on of the principle of 
natural justi ce.

  Scope of Arbitrariness: The civil and criminal courts work on a uniform code of 
procedure as prescribed under CPC and CrPC. But the administrati ve tribunals 
have no such stringent procedure.

  Absence of legal experti se: It is not necessary that the members of the 
administrati ve tribunals must belong to a legal background.

Final word on 
Rules

  Requisite changes should be made to the rules so as to make them compliant 
with the consti tuti onal provisions and the guidelines issued by the Supreme 
Court.

Source The Hindu, PRS, Financial Express. Ipleaders.
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New law in U.P. to recover costs for damaging property
Why in 
news?

  U.P govt. noti fi ed a stringent new law to recover compensati on from those who 
damage public & private property during protests and riots.

More in 
news

  Utt ar Pradesh Recovery of Damage to Public and Private Property Ordinance, 
2020 provisions:
(1) The owner of any private property or the head of the offi  ce concerned in 

respect of public property may fi le claims for compensati on within three 
months of any incident that causes any damage during public protests, bandhs 
or riots. 

(2) The claim can cite as respondents those who “exhorted” or “insti gated” or 
“committ ed” acts 

(3) that caused the damage, as well as those named by the police.
(4) Every order or award passed by the Claims Tribunal would be “fi nal” and no 

appeal would be “maintainable” before any court. Also, no civil court will 
have the jurisdicti on to entertain any questi on regarding the claims.

(5) Chairperson of the Claims Tribunal: a reti red district judge, while its members 
would be of the rank of additi onal commissioner. 

(6) Claims Tribunal would have the power to att ach the property of the 
respondents and publicise their names, addresses and photographs to warn 
the public against purchasing the property.

(7) The Claims Tribunal shall have all the powers of a civil court for the purpose 
of taking evidence on oath and enforcing the att endance of witnesses and 
compelling the discovery and producti on of documents and material objects

(8) The claims would cover not only damage to public and private property but 
also the costs borne by the police and the administrati on in taking preventi ve 
measures.

(9) The liability would be fi xed on the alleged perpetrators as well as those 
accused of insti gati ng or exhorti ng them.

Sources The Hindu

Lok Sabha passes Appropriati on Bill
Why in 
news?

  The Lok Sabha passed the Appropriati on Bill 2020-21 that empowers the 
government to draw over Rs. 110 lakh crore from the Consolidated Fund of India 
for its working, as well as for the implementati on of its programmes and schemes.

More in 
news

  About Appropriati on Bill:
(1) According to Arti cle 114 of the Consti tuti on, no amount can be withdrawn 

from the consolidated fund of India without the authorisati on from Parliament 
or legislatures of the states.

(2) Due to this, the Parliament, as well as the state Assemblies need to pass 
appropriati on bills as a part of the Budget exercise to be able to withdraw

1 Polity
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     money from the consolidated fund of Union or state to spend it on various 
public expenditure programmes and to run day-to-day aff airs of government.

(3) The Appropriati on Bill, aft er it is passed by Lok Sabha is sent to the Rajya 
Sabha as an Appropriati on Bill and is certi fi ed by the Speaker as a Money Bill.

(4) Since 2016, Appropriati on Bills in India include an automati c repeal clause as 
a result of which the Act is repealed aft er its purpose is met.

(5) The Consolidated Fund of India, which was created under Arti cle 266 of the 
Indian Consti tuti on, includes the revenues received by the government and 
expenses made by it.

Sources The Hindu

Bill on Central status to 3 Sanskrit deemed universiti es passed
Why in 
news?

  A Bill to grant the status of Central universiti es to three deemed Sanskrit 
universiti es was passed by the Rajya Sabha recently. Several Oppositi on MPs 
raised concern that the other fi ve classical Indian languages are being neglected.

More in 
news

  Central Sanskrit Universiti es Bill, 2020
(1) The Central Sanskrit Universiti es Bill, 2020, was passed by the Lok Sabha in 

December 2019. 
(2) It’s ti tle was amended in the Rajya Sabha to change the year. 
(3) The amended Bill will now be sent back to the Lok Sabha. 
(4) It gives Central status to the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan and Shri Lal Bahadur 

Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth in Delhi and the Rashtriya Sanskrit 
Vidyapeeth in Tirupati .

Sources The Hindu

Panels on homoeopathy, Indian system
Why in 
news?

  Two Bills to set up nati onal commissions for the Indian system of medicine and 
homoeopathy were passed by the Rajya Sabha recently, with the government 
assuring the House that similar legislati on for yoga and naturopathy would be 
brought as well.

  The Nati onal Commission for Indian System of Medicine Bill, 2019 and the 
Nati onal Commission for Homoeopathy Bill, 2019 had been introduced in the 
Rajya Sabha in January 2019, aft er which they were sent to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committ ee on Health and Family Welfare.

More in 
news

  Nati onal Commission for Indian System of Medicine Bill, 2019
(1) It seeks to repeal the Indian Medicine Central Council Act, 1970.
(2) Key features of the Bill include:

  Consti tuti on of the Nati onal Commission for Indian System of Medicine 
  Establishing State Medical Councils for Indian System of Medicine at the 

state level.
  Autonomous boards under the supervision of the NCISM.
  Advisory Council for Indian System of Medicine 
  A uniform Nati onal Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test for admission to under-

graduate educati on.
  Nati onal Commission for Homoeopathy Bill, 2019

(1) It seeks to repeal the Homoeopathy Central Council Act, 1973.
(2) Key features of the Bill include: 
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  Consti tuti on of the Nati onal Commission for Homoeopathy
  Autonomous boards
  Advisory Council for Homoeopathy
  A uniform Nati onal Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test

Sources The Hindu

No larger Bench for Arti cle 370 case
Why in 
news?

  A 5-judge Consti tuti on Bench declined a plea to refer to a larger Bench peti ti on 
challenging the abrogati on of special status of Jammu and Kashmir under 
Arti cle 370 of the Consti tuti on.

More in 
news

  Confl ict between two Judgments:
(1) The Bench had heard arguments and reserved its decision on whether there 

was a “direct confl ict” between the judgments of 1959 and 1970 on the 
nature and extent of Arti cle 370.

(2) Order of the Bench concluded that there was no confl ict between the 1959 
and 1970 judgments.

(3) 1959 Judgement: Prem Nath Kaul versus State of Jammu and Kashmir, 
indicated that Arti cle 370 was applicable only ti ll the Jammu and Kashmir 
Consti tuti on was enacted on January 26, 1957. Aft er that, no further changes 
could be made to the relati onship between India and Jammu and Kashmir.

(4) 1970 Judgment: Some peti ti oners argued that Sampath Prakash versus State 
of Jammu and Kashmir judgment had ignored the 1959 verdict by concluding 
that Arti cle 370 was permanent in nature and a “perennial source of power” 
for the Centre to govern its relati onship with J&K.

(5) Explanati on by Court: 
  The court explained that the “Consti tuti on Bench in the Prem Nath Kaul 

case did not discuss the conti nuati on or cessati on of the operati on of 
Arti cle 370 aft er the dissoluti on of the Consti tuent Assembly of the State. 

  This was not an issue in questi on before the court, unlike in the Sampat 
Prakash case, where the contenti on was specifi cally made before, and 
refuted by, the court”.

  Finally, the order concluded that the court saw no reason to read into the 
Prem Nath Kaul case an interpretati on that resulted in it being in confl ict 
with its subsequent judgments.

Sources The Hindu

Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Associati on (SCAORA)
Why in 
news?

  The Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Associati on (SCAORA) resolved to 
express its solidarity with the victi ms of the Delhi communal violence and assured 
them of 24X7 legal assistance.

More in 
news

  About SCAORA

Judiciary
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(1) The SCAORA is a powerful body of lawyers who practi se in the top court, 
came into existence in 1985

(2) Peti ti ons in the SC can only be fi led through its members.
Sources The Hindu

Supreme Court upholds 2018 order on land acquisiti on
Why in 
news?

  5-judge SC Consti tuti on Bench recently held that land acquisiti on proceedings 
under 1894 Act will not be deemed to have lapsed under Secti on 24(2) of the 
Right to Fair Compensati on and Transparency in Land Acquisiti on, Rehabilitati on 
and Resett lement Act, 2013 (RFCTLARR Act), if the authoriti es have tendered 
the compensati on by deposit in the Treasury.

More in 
news

  More in the Judgement:
(1) It held that landowners, who had refused to accept compensati on or who 

sought reference for higher compensati on, cannot claim that the acquisiti on 
proceedings had lapsed under Secti on 24(2) of the 2013 Act.

(2) Secti on 24 (2) concerns with land acquisiti on compensati on awards made 
fi ve years “prior or more” to the coming of existence of the 2013 Act, which 
replaced the 1894 law.

(3) RFCTLARR Act, 2013 menti oned that, if the physical possession has not 
been taken “or” the compensati on is not paid, the acquisiti on proceeding is 
“deemed to have lapsed”. 

(4) Govt., would have to initi ate fresh acquisiti on proceedings under the new 
Act, which provides for fair compensati on.

(5) There was no obligati on that the amount should be deposited in the court in 
order to sustain the land acquisiti on proceedings under the 2013 Act. 

(6) Further, the court held that a land acquisiti on proceeding under Secti on 24(2) 
would only lapse if the authoriti es have neither taken physical possession 
nor paid the compensati on due to the landowner for fi ve or more years 
prior to January 1, 2014. 

(7) For this, an “or” in the Secti on was “interpreted” as an “and”.
  About  RFCTLARR Act, 2013: It regulates land acquisiti on & lays down the 

procedure and rules for granti ng compensati on, rehabilitati on and resett lement 
to the aff ected persons in India.

  The Act is applicable when Govt. acquires land:
(1) For its own use, hold and control, including land for Public sector undertakings, 

for immediate & declared use by private companies for public purpose, with 
ulti mate purpose to transfer it for the use of private companies for stated 
public purpose. 

(2) Purpose of LARR 2011 includes PPP projects, but excludes land acquired for 
state/nati onal highways.

(3) The provisions of the Act does not apply to acquisiti ons under 16 existi ng 
legislati ons including the Special Economic Zones Act, 2005, the Atomic 
Energy Act, 1962, the Railways Act, 1989.

Sources The Hindu

Role of L-G and elected govt. intertwined, rules Madras HC
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Why in 
news?

  The Madras High Court held that the role of Puducherry’s Lieutenant Governor 
and that of an elected government in the Union Territory were intertwined as per 
law, and therefore they were expected to act in unison and not in division.

  It also held that the State legislatures were a creati on of the Consti tuti on, 
whereas the Union Territory legislatures were created under a law such as the 
Government of Union Territories Act, 1963.

More in 
news

  About Lt. Governor:
(1) Lieutenant-Governor is the head of a Union Territory and currently present 

in UT’s of Delhi, Puducherry, Andaman & Nicobar Island, Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh

(2) The LG, like the Governor, acts a ti tular head of Union Territory. But, the 
powers of an LG are wider than that of a Governor. 

(3) This is because, a Governor of a state has to act solely on the aid and advice of 
the Council of Ministers, whereas, the LG does not need the approval of the 
Council of Ministers on every matt er. 

(4) In case of Delhi, the government exercises no power in the domain of land, law, 
and police. The LG has complete discreti on to decide upon any of these matt ers.

Sources The Hindu

Forcible dispossession of a person’s property is a human rights 
violati on’
Why in 
news?

  The Supreme Court has reiterated that forcible dispossession of a person of his 
private property without due process of law is a violati on of human rights.

More in 
news

  Background:
(1) The verdict came on the acquisiti on of a few acres in Sikkim by the State’s 

Agriculture department in 1980 for building the Progeny Orchard Regional 
Centre. 

(2) The land was recorded in two names — 1.29 acres in the name of the Maharaja 
of Sikkim and 7.07 acres in the name of Man Bahadur Basnett , who was the 
father of the original appellant in this case. 

(3) The judgment found that “in this case, the appellant could not have been 
forcibly dispossessed of her property without any legal sancti on.

  Judgement:
(1) The court stressed that right to property is both a human right and a 

consti tuti onal right — the latt er under Arti cle 300A of the Consti tuti on.
(2) It is accepted in every jurisprudence and by diff erent politi cal thinkers that 

some amount of property right is an indispensable safeguard against tyranny 
and economic oppression of the government.

(3) Property itself is the seed bed which must be conserved if other consti tuti onal 
values are to fl ourish.

  Arti cle 300A: 
(1) It states that no person shall be deprived of his property save by the authority 

of law.
(2) Therefore, the arti cle protects an individual from interference by the State 

and dispossess a person of the property unless it is in accordance with the 
procedure established by law.
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(3) Though compensati on is not expressly menti oned in the Arti cle, in K.T 
Plantati on Pvt. Ltd. Vs. State of Karnataka, 2011 the SC held that public 
purpose was a preconditi on for deprivati on of a person of his property 
under Arti cle 300A of the Consti tuti on and the right to claim compensati on 
was also inbuilt in that Arti cle.

Sources The Hindu

Supreme Court refers appeal against posters to larger Bench
Why in 
news?

  A Vacati on Bench of the Supreme Court did not stay Allahabad High Court order 
to the district and police authoriti es in Lucknow to “forthwith” remove roadside 
banners displaying the personal details of persons accused of “vandalism” 
during the anti -Citi zenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) protests in December 2019.

More in 
news

  Allahabad High Court Order: 
(1) It held that the wayside posters were a violati on of individual privacy, a 

fundamental right which globally “underpins human dignity and key values 
of a democracy”.

(2) It had ordered the Lucknow District Magistrate and police chief to remove the 
posters without delay and fi le a compliance report on March 16.

  Supreme Court’s Remarks:
(1) The State’s acti on was not “covered in law”.
(2) There was a diff erence between videographing a person’s unsocial or 

riotous behaviour as evidence and the State displaying personal details and 
photographs of citi zens. 

(3) The posters had come up even before the 30-day deadline to pay the 
compensati on was over.

  Questi ons Before the Bench:
(1) Did the State have a right to display faces of accused in the public domain and 

give rise to a presumpti on that they were guilty for all ti me to come.
(2) Wrongdoers have to be brought to book. But can the State go two stages 

beyond and start displaying their faces on posters?” 
(3) The right to privacy of individuals featured in the posters.

Sources The Hindu

SC strips Manipur Minister of his offi  ce
Why in 
news?

  In an extraordinary display of its consti tuti onal powers under arti cle 142, the 
Supreme Court recently stripped a Manipur Cabinet Minister, who is facing 
disqualifi cati on proceedings for defecti on, of his offi  ce and banned him from 
entering the Assembly with immediate eff ect.

More in 
news

  About Arti cle 142:
(1) The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdicti on may pass such decree 

or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justi ce in any cause 
or matt er pending before it, and any decree so passed or orders so made 
shall be enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may 
be prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, unti l provision 
in that behalf is so made, in such manner as the President may by order 
prescribe.
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(2) Subject to the provisions of any law made in this behalf by Parliament, the 
Supreme Court shall, as respects the whole of the territory of India, have 
all and every power to make any order for the purpose of securing the 
att endance of any person, the discovery or producti on of any documents, or 
the investi gati on or punishment of any contempt of itself

(3) The Arti cle has been used in many Cases like: Ayodhya Verdict, Bhopal Gas 
Tragedy Verdict, cleansing of the Taj Mahal etc.

Sources The Hindu

Delimitati on panel for J&K, northeastern States set up
Why in 
news?

  Law Ministry issued an order to set up a Delimitati on Commission for the Union 
Territory (UT) of Jammu and Kashmir and the northeastern States of Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur & Nagaland.

More in 
news

  About the Delimitati on Commission
(1) Head of the Commission: Former Supreme Court judge Ranjana Prakash 

Desai
(2) Ex-offi  cio Member of Commission: Electi on Commissioner Sushil Chandra 
(3) Other Members: Electi on Commissioners of the concerned States and UTs 

will also be members.
(4) Purpose of the Commission: The exercise to readjust the division of each 

State and the UTs into territorial consti tuencies for the purpose of electi ons 
to the Lok Sabha and to the State Legislati ve Assemblies on the basis of the 
2001 Census fi gures was last completed on November 26, 2008.

(5) However, this exercise was postponed in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur and Nagaland on apprehension of threat to peace and public order.

(6) The Delimitati on Commission in India is a powerful body, whose orders have 
the force of law and cannot be called in questi on before any court.

Sources The Hindu

EC not for state funding of polls
Why in 
news?

  The Electi on Commission has informed the Government that it is not in favour 
of state funding of electi ons. The commission is of the view that it would not 
be able to prohibit or check candidates’ expenditure over and above the state’s 
provision.

More in 
news

  Indrajit Gupta Committ ee in 1998 on State Funding of Electi ons 1998:
(1) Level Playing Field: Panel had suggested that state funding would ensure a 

level playing fi eld for poorer politi cal parti es and argued that such a move 
would be in public interest. 

Consti tuti onal and Statutory Bodies

Miscellaneous
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(2) Politi cal Parti es should compulsory submit their annual accounts to the 
income tax department.

(3) Complete account of the electi on expenditure should be fi led by the parti es 
to EC

(4) Limitati ons: The committ ee had recommended some limitati ons, saying that 
state funds should only be given to recognised nati onal and State parti es 
and that funding should be given in kind, including free faciliti es provided to 
these parti es and their candidates. 

(5) The panel admitt ed that only parti al funding may be possible.
Sources The Hindu

Telugu speakers top south Indian populati on in Assam
Why in 
news?

  The number of Telugu speaking people in Assam is almost twice that of the 
combined number of those who speak three other major south India languages 
– Malayalam, Tamil and Kannada in that order, linguisti c data from the 2011 
census presented in the Assembly has revealed

More in 
news

  Other details:
(1) Hindi speakers are the third largest linguisti c group behind the Assamese and 

Bengali people. The Hindi speakers, comprising 6.73% of the populati on, had 
21 lakh people. They outnumbered the Bodo speakers by 6.85 lakh.

(2) People belonging to 116 linguisti c groups, 32 OBCs, 29 Scheduled Tribes and 
16 Scheduled Castes live in the State.

(3) The Assamese speakers accounti ng for 48% of the State’s populati on led the 
linguisti c list with 1.51 crore people, followed by the Bengali speakers with 
90.24 lakh people (38% of the total populati on of 3.1 crore). 

(4) The Telugus led the table with 26,630 people, followed by 5,768 Malayalis, 
5,229 Tamils and 2,597 Kannadigas.

Sources The Hindu

‘EC moots linking Aadhaar with voter ID’
Why in 
news?

  The Law Ministry has informed the Lok Sabha that it has a proposal from the 
Electi on Commission (EC) to link Aadhaar with the Electi on Photo Identi ty Card 
(EPIC) to prepare an error-free electoral roll.

More in 
news

  Benefi ts of the Linkage as per Lok Sabha:
(1) To ensure preparati on of an error-free electoral roll 
(2) to prevent duplicati on of entries.
(3) It may allow migrant labour and workers to vote even if they are away from 

their homes at the ti me of electi ons.
Sources The Hindu

India among least-free democracies, says study
Why in 
news?

  India has become one of the world’s least free democracies, according to a global 
survey, which warned that “the Indian government’s alarming departures from 
democrati c norms under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s BJP could blur the 
values-based disti ncti on between Beijing and New Delhi”.
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More in 
news

  Name of Report:  Freedom in the World 2020
  Released by: Freedom House, a U.S.-based watchdog, which has been tracking 

global politi cal and civil liberti es for almost half a century.
  Findings Regarding India:

(1) It ranks India at the 83rd positi on, along with Timor-Leste and Senegal. 
(2) This is near the bott om of the pile among the countries categorised as “Free”, 

with only Tunisia receiving a lower score. 
(3) India’s score fell by four points to 71, the worst decline among the world’s 25 

largest democracies this year.
(4) Scores: 

  India scored 34 out of 40 points in the politi cal rights category, but only 37 
out of 60 in the civil liberti es category, for a total score of 71, a drop from 
last year’s score of 75. 

  The report treats “Indian Kashmir” as a separate territory, which saw its 
total score drop precipitously from 49 to 28 this year, moving it from a 
status of “Partly Free” to “Not Free”.

(5) Signs of Declining Freedom:
(1) The annulment of autonomy and the subsequent shutdown of Kashmir, the 

Nati onal Register of Citi zens and the Citi zenship (Amendment) Act, as well 
as the crackdown on mass protests have been listed as the main signs of 
declining freedom in the report.

(2) The report slammed the Internet blackout in Kashmir, terming it the longest 
shutdown ever imposed by a democracy. 

(3) It said freedom of expression was under threat in India, with journalists, 
academics and others facing harassment and inti midati on when addressing 
politi cally sensiti ve topics.

Sources The Hindu

LPG scheme closed, but only 3 States have gone kerosene-free
Why in 
news?

  Only 3 States and 5 Union Territories have become kerosene-free, though the 
government last September met the target of eight crore LPG connecti ons 
under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, as per Parliamentary Committ ee on 
Petroleum.

More in 
news

  Other Details in the Report:
(1) Only three States — Haryana, Punjab and Andhra Pradesh — and the Union 

Territories of Delhi, Chandigarh, Daman & Diu, Dadar & Nagar Haveli, 
Andaman & Nicobar Island & Puducherry have become kerosene-free.

(2) It points to the gap between the conti nuing use of kerosene and the claim of 
97% LPG coverage nati onwide.

(3) The allocati on for the scheme has been cut down by 58% from �2,724 crore 
during 2019-20 to �1,118 crore during 2020-21. 

(4) The Petroleum Ministry informed the committ ee that the government had 
met the target on Sept 7, 2019, and 96.9% coverage had been achieved 
nati onwide, except in Jammu and Kashmir. 

(5) The Ministry said the scheme was no longer running, and the present allocati on 
was meant to meet the arrears in the reimbursement of expenditure.
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  Suggesti ons from the Committ ee:
(1) There are poor households in the general category in urban and semi-urban 

localiti es that also need to be covered. 
(2) The scheme should be extended to poor households in urban and semi-

urban slum areas, and achieve a higher LPG coverage of the populati on by 
providing connecti ons to households that do not have LPG.

(3) At the same ti me, the committ ee said, large segments of people in various 
States sti ll depended on kerosene for cooking and household lighti ng.

(4) The Ministry has justi fi ed the low number of ‘kerosene-free’ States and Union 
Territories, saying their consent is criti cal. 

(5) Karnataka, Telangana, Haryana, Nagaland, Bihar, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Chandigarh and Puducherry have gone 
for a voluntary cut.

Sources The Hindu

NCLAT Bench to be opened in Chennai
Why in 
news?

  A Bench of the Nati onal Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is being 
consti tuted in Chennai to handle matt ers from the southern States. 

  The government has noti fi ed the consti tuti on of the Chennai Bench, which will 
come into eff ect on March 18. 

  The Bench would hear appeals against the orders of the Benches of the Nati onal 
Company Law Tribunal having jurisdicti on of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Lakshadweep and Puducherry.

More in 
news

  About NCLAT:
(1) The Nati onal Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is a tribunal which 

was formed by the Central Government of India under Secti on 410 of the 
Companies Act, 2013. 

(2) It is responsible for hearing appeals from the orders of Nati onal Company Law 
Tribunal(s) (NCLT), starti ng on 1 June 2016.

(3) The tribunal also hears appeals from orders issued by the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India under Secti on 202 and Secti on 211 of IBC. 

(4) It also hears appeals from any directi on issued, decision made, or order 
passed by the Competi ti on Commission of India (CCI).

Sources The Hindu

Ranjan Gogoi nominated to Rajya Sabha
Why in 
news?

  President Ram Nath Kovind recently nominated former Chief Justi ce of India (CJI) 
Ranjan Gogoi to the Rajya Sabha.

  In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-clause (a) of clause (1) of Arti cle 80 of 
the Consti tuti on of India, read with clause (3) of that arti cle, President is pleased 
to nominate Shri Ranjan Gogoi to Council of States to fi ll the vacancy caused due 
to the reti rement of one of the nominated members, the Home Ministry said in 
its noti fi cati on.

More in 
news

  Arti cle 80:
(1) The Council of States shall consist of

  twelve members to be nominated by the President in accordance with the 
provisions of clause.
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  not more than two hundred and thirty eight representati ves of the States 
and of the Union territories

(2) The members to be nominated by the President under sub clause (a) of clause 
(1) shall consist of persons having special knowledge or practi cal experience 
in respect of such matt ers as the following, namely: Literature, science, art 
and social service

Sources The Hindu

Over 40% govt. schools don’t have power, playgrounds
Why in 
news?

  Almost half the government schools in the country do not have any electricity 
or playgrounds, according to a report on the 2020-2021 demand for grants 
for school educati on submitt ed by the Parliamentary Standing Committ ee on 
Human Resource Development (HRD).

More in 
news

  More in the Report:
(1) Budgetary allocati ons saw a 27% cut from proposals made by the School 

Educati on department.
(2) Despite proposals for �82,570 crore, only �59,845 crore was allocated. 
(3) Noti ng similar 27% reducti ons for the central and centrally sponsored schemes 

as well, the panel recommended that these core schemes get additi onal 
funds at the revised esti mates stage.

(4) The panel “expressed dismay” at the stark defi cits in government school 
infrastructure, citi ng the latest survey data. 

(5) Only 56% of schools have electricity, with the lowest rates in Manipur and 
Madhya Pradesh, where less than 20% have access to power.

(6) Less than 57% of schools have playgrounds, including less than 30% of 
schools in Odisha and Jammu and Kashmir, according to the Unifi ed District 
Informati on System for Educati on (UDISE) 2017-18 survey.

Sources The Hindu

Donati ons to nati onal parti es by unknown sources
Why in 
news?

  As much as 67% of donati ons to nati onal parti es in 2018-19 came from “unknown 
sources,” an increase from 53% in the previous fi nancial year, said a report 
released recently by “Associati on for Democrati c Reforms”.

More in 
news

  More in the Report
(1) Electoral bonds accounted for 78% of the �2,512.98-crore income from 

unknown sources.
(2) While parti es are required to give details of all donati ons above �20,000, 

donati ons under �20,000 and those through electoral bonds remain 
anonymous.

(3) The total income of the parti es was �3,749.37 crore, of which �951.66 crore 
was from known donors.

(4) Suggesti on: Since a very large percentage of the income of politi cal parti es 
cannot be traced to the original donor, full details of all donors should be 
made available for public scruti ny under the RTI [Right to Informati on Act].

  About Associati on for Democrati c Reforms:
(1) ADR is an Indian non-parti san, non-governmental organizati on which works 

in the area of electoral and politi cal reforms. 
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(2) Along with Nati onal Electi on Watch (NEW), ADR is striving to bring transparency 
and accountability in Indian politi cs and reducing the infl uence of money and 
muscle power in electi ons.

(3) ADR came into existence in 1999 when a group of Professors fi led a Public 
Interest Liti gati on (PIL) with the Delhi High Court regarding the disclosure 
of the criminal, fi nancial and educati onal background of the candidates 
contesti ng electi ons

Sources The Hindu



Eurasian ott er found in Chilika Lake
Why in 
news?

  Researchers conducti ng a study in Odisha’s Chilika Lake have found the presence 
of fi shing cat, smooth-coated ott er &  Eurasian ott er.

  Project was a collaborati ve eff ort between: The Fishing Cat Project, Chilika 
Development Authority, Wild Orissa, Mahavir Pakshi Suraksha Samity and Chilika 
Wildlife Division, Forest Department of Odisha.

More in 
news

  Fishing Cat:
(1) It is a medium-sized wild cat, found in very few places in South and Southeast 

Asia. 
(2) Since 2016, it is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List. 
(3) It’s populati on is threatened by the destructi on of wetlands & have declined 

severely over the last decade.
(4) The fi shing cat lives foremost in the vicinity of wetlands, along rivers, streams, 

oxbow lakes, in swamps, and mangroves.
(5) The fi shing cat is the state animal of West Bengal.
(6) Wild cat species usually hunt on the ground. But the fi shing cat hunts in water. 
(7) It has specialised features like parti ally webbed feet and water-resistant fur 

that helps it to thrive in wetlands. 
(8) The fl at-headed cat of south-east Asia is the only other feline that shares 

similar features. This makes them unique among all 39 extant cat species.
  Smooth-coated ott er:

(1) The smooth-coated ott er (Lutrogale perspicillata) is an ott er species occurring 
in most of the Indian subconti nent and Southeast Asia, with a disjunct 
populati on in Iraq.

(2) As its name indicates, the fur of this species is smoother and shorter than 
that of other ott er species.

(3) IUCN Conservati on Status: Vulnerable
  Both species(fi shing cat and smooth coated ott er) are supposed to enjoy 

conservati on measures of the highest accord in India according to the country’s 
laws, much like the ti ger and elephant.

Environment2
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  Eurasian ott er:
(1) It is a semiaquati c mammal nati ve to Eurasia. In India, it is distributed in 

the Himalayan foothills, southern Western Ghats and the central Indian 
landscape

(2) Eurasian ott er has a diet mainly of fi sh & is strongly territorial. 
(3) IUCN: Near Threatened
(4) Despite being a widely-spread and common species globally, very litt le is 

known of the species distributi on and abundance in India and especially along 
the eastern coast.

Sources The Hindu

India is host to 457 migratory fauna, shows latest CMS list
Why in 
news?

  With new additi ons to the wildlife list put out by the Conventi on on the 
Conservati on of Migratory Species (CMS), scienti sts say that the total number 
of migratory fauna from India comes to 457 species. 

More in 
news

  Background
(1) Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) had for the fi rst ti me compiled the list of 

migratory species of India under the CMS before the Conference of Parti es 
(COP 13) held in Gujarat recently. 

(2) COP13 focussed on transboundary species & corridor conservati on.
(3) Birds comprise 83% (380 species) out of 457 species(earlier 451).
(4) Six species added later: Asian elephant, great Indian bustard, Bengal fl orican, 

oceanic white-ti p shark, urial & smooth hammerhead shark.
  India’s Role:

(1) Globally, more than 650 species are listed under the CMS appendices & India, 
with over 450 species, plays a very important role in their conservati on.

  About the Migratory Fauna added in CMS: 
  Bird Species:

(1) Before COP 13, the number of migratory bird species stood at 378 and now 
it has reached 380.

(2) Bird family Muscicapidae has the highest number of migra
(3) The next highest group is raptors or birds of prey, such as eagles, owls, 

vultures and kites.
(4) India has three fl yways (fl ight paths used by birds): the Central Asian fl yway, 

East Asian fl yway & East Asian–Australasian fl yway. 
  Migratory mammal species: 

(1) Esti mate of 44 migratory mammal species in India has risen to 46 aft er COP 
13.  Asian elephant was added to Appendix I & the urial to Appendix II. Largest 
group of mammals is bats, followed by Dolphins with nine migratory species 
of dolphins listed.

  Migratory Fish species: 
(1) Before COP 13, the ZSI had compiled 22 species, including 12 sharks and 10 

ray fi sh.  The oceanic white-ti p shark and smooth hammerhead shark were 
added. The total number of migratory fi sh species from India under CMS 
now stands at 24.

  Migratory Repti le species:
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Sources The Hindu

Water crisis looms large in Himalayan regions, study fi nds
Why in 
news?

  Eight towns in the Himalayan region of Bangladesh, Nepal, India and Pakistan 
were nearly 20%-70% defi cient in their water supply, says a survey that appears 
in the latest editi on of the journal Water Policy.

More in 
news

  About the Survey:
(1) Survey appears in the latest editi on of the journal Water Policy.
(2) Researchers surveyed 13 towns across these countries to understand the 

challenges of the urban denizens of these regions. 
(3) Key Factors: Unplanned urbanisati on and climate change are the key factors 

responsible for the state of aff airs.
  Findings of the Survey:

(1) The places surveyed are extremely dependent on springs (ranging between 
50% and 100%) for their water, and three-fourths were in urban areas. 

(2) Under current trends, the demand-supply gap may double by 2050, the 
researchers warn.

(3) Communiti es were coping through short-term strategies such as groundwater 
extracti on, which is proving to be unsustainable. 

(4) A holisti c water management approach that includes springshed management 
and planned adaptati on is therefore paramount.

(5) Across the region, the encroachment and degradati on of natural waterbodies 
(springs, ponds, lakes, canals, and rivers) and the growing disappearance of 
traditi onal water systems (stone spouts, wells, and local water tanks) are 
evident.

(6) Although only 3% of the total Hindu Kush Himalayan populati on lives in 
larger citi es and 8% in smaller towns, projecti ons show that over 50% of the 
populati on will be living in citi es by 2050, placing “tremendous stress” on 
water availability.

(7) Rural areas have typically garnered much of the att enti on in terms of 
development and issues surrounding urban environments have been 
“sidelined”.

Sources The Hindu

Black carbon levels spike at Himalayan glaciers
Why in 
news?

  Black carbon concentrati ons near the Gangotri glacier rose 400 ti mes in summer 
due to forest fi res and stubble burning from agricultural waste, and triggered glacial 
melt, says a study by scienti sts at the Wadia Insti tute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG).

More in 
news

  Findings in the Study: 
(1) Black carbon concentrati on: The team of scienti sts from WIHG, measured 

variati ons of black carbon concentrati on at Chirbasa, near the Gangotri glacier 
in the Indian Himalaya, located at an alti tude of 3,600 metres, during the year 
2016. 

(2) The monthly mean concentrati on of EBC (equivalent black carbon) was found 
to be minimum in August and maximum in the month of May. 
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(3) The observed seasonal mean concentrati ons of EBC indicated a pristi ne 
glacial source and an absence of EBC sources in the locality.

(4) Black carbon results from the incomplete combusti on of fossil fuels and 
biomass. 

(5) The fi ne parti cles absorb light and about a million ti mes more energy than 
carbon dioxide. 

(6) It is said to be the second largest contributor to climate change aft er CO2. 
(7) But unlike CO2, which can stay in the atmosphere for years together, black 

carbon is short-lived and remains in the atmosphere only for days to weeks, 
before it descends as rain or snow.

(8) Second largest emitt er: The concentrati on varied from a minimum of 0.01g/
cubic metre in winter to 4.62g/cubic metre during summer.

(9) India is the second largest emitt er of black carbon in the world, with 
emissions expected to increase dramati cally in the coming decades, with the 
Indo Gangeti c plains said to be the largest contributor- as per April 2019 study 
in the journal Atmospheric Research.

Sources The Hindu

Apex body on river linking in pipeline
Why in 
news?

  The Central government is working on the establishment of an exclusive body to 
implement projects for linking rivers, To be called the Nati onal Interlinking of 
Rivers Authority (NIRA).

More in 
news

  Interlinking of Rivers:
(1) The subject of establishment of the Authority was discussed at the last 

meeti ng of the Special Committ ee on Inter-Linking of Rivers (ILR).
(2) As of now, 6 ILR projects: Ken-Betwa, Damanganga-Pinjal, Par-Tapi-

Narmada,Manas-Sankosh-Teesta-Ganga, Mahanadi-Godavari & Godavari-
Cauvery (Grand Anicut) — have been under examinati on of the authoriti es.

(3) With regard to the peninsular rivers, the Centre has chosen to focus on the 
Godavari-Cauvery link than the earlier proposal to link the Mahanadi-
Godavari-Krishna-Pennar-Cauvery rivers.

  About Nati onal Interlinking of Rivers Authority (NIRA):
(1) Projects: The proposed body is expected to take up both inter-State and 

intra-State projects. 
(2) Funds: It will also make arrangements for generati ng up funds, internally 

and externally.
(3) Once approved, the projects will be pursued as nati onal projects, wherein 

the Centre will absorb 90% of the cost and the States concerned the rest.
Sources The Hindu

Punjab CM orders panel to look into Sukhna Lake issue
Why in 
news?

  Asserti ng that his government would take all legislati ve and judicial remedies 
to protect the interests of the people, Punjab CMordered the consti tuti on of 
a committ ee to evolve a comprehensive strategy in the light of the High Court 
order relati ng to the demoliti on in the Chandigarh’s Sukhna Lake area

More in 
news

  About Sukhna Lake:
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(1) Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh, India, is a reservoir at the foothills (Shivalik hills) 
of the Himalayas

(2) This 3 km² rainfed lake was created in 1958 by damming the Sukhna Choe, a 
seasonal stream coming down from the Shivalik Hills.

(3) Originally the seasonal fl ow entered the lake directly causing heavy siltati on.
Sources The Hindu

E-waste recycling has doubled, says Centre
Why in 
news?

  The Centre said it doubled the electronic waste (e-waste) it recycled in 2018-19 
over 2017-18, according to a response to a questi on in the Rajya Sabha.

More in 
news

  Other Details:
(1) In 2017, the Centre passed the E-Waste Management Rules, which require 

companies to collect a certain percentage of e-waste generated from their 
goods once they have reached their “end-of-life”.

(2) In FY 2017-2018, 7,08,445 tonnes of waste was generated, of which 69,414 
tonnes were recycled, compared to 1,64,663 tonnes of recycled waste from 
7,71,215 tonnes in FY 2018-2019— meaning a 10% recycling rate in 2017-18 
rising to a litt le over 20% in 2018-19.

  E-Waste Management Rule:
(1) It includes CFLs or Compact Fluorescent Lamps as well as other lamps with 

mercury, and similar equipment.
(2) The Rules for the fi rst ti me, bring producers under the ambit of the Extended 

Producer Responsibility or EPR, together with the targets.
(3) Producers have been made accountable for e-waste collecti on and for e-waste 

exchange as well.
(4) Compact Fluorescent Lamp (CFL) and other mercury-containing lamps have 

been brought under the purview of the rules.
(5) Local bodies with a populati on of one lakh or above are supposed to establish 

solid waste processing faciliti es within 2 years.
(6) Census towns below a lakh would be given three years to establish solid waste 

processing faciliti es
(7) Old and discarded dump sites would have to be shut-down or bio-remedied 

within fi ve years.
(8) The rules on solid waste management have been amended aft er 16 years.
(9) Garbage management is the responsibility of municipal bodies, they would 

have rights to charge user fees and levy spot fi nes for litt ering and non-
segregati on.

(10) A transiti on period of two to fi ve years would be in place beyond which fi nes 
would be imposed as per the country’s Environment Minister.

Sources The Hindu

ESZ reducti on worries environmentalists
Why in 
news?

  Sti ff  resistance to the proposal to reduce the regulated buff er zone around 
protected areas has failed to move the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC).

  It has gone ahead and given the green signal to reduce the Eco-Sensiti ve Zone 
(ESZ) of the Bannerghatt a Nati onal Park (BNP) by around 100 sq. km.
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More in 
news

  About Bannerghatt a Nati onal Park:
(1) It is located near Bangalore, Karnataka, was founded in 1970 and declared as 

a nati onal park in 1974. 
 (2) In 2002 a porti on of the park, became a biological reserve, the Bannerghatt a 

Biological Park.
(3) It is a popular tourist desti nati on with a zoo, a pet corner, an animal rescue 

centre, a butt erfl y enclosure, an aquarium, a snake house and a safari park.
(4) The park is part of a wildlife corridor for elephants which connects the BR 

Hills and the Sathyamangalam forest. 
(5) The park is conti guous with Talli reserve forest in the southeast and Bilikal 

forest in the south.
(6) The Suvarnamukhi stream runs through the nati onal park.

Sources The Hindu

New environment law cuts ti me for hearings
Why in 
news?

  A set of key updates to India’s Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Act, the 
law that governs how the threat posed by large infrastructure projects to the 
environment ought to be evaluated, proposes to reduce the ti me given to 
people to air objecti ons.

More in 
news

  Provisions in the New EIA Noti fi cati on
(1) The draft  EIA noti fi cati on proposes to be an update to the EIA of 2006, which 

specifi es a “minimum of 30 days” for people to respond. 
(2) The current version of the update, which will likely become law in 60 days, 

gives a “minimum of 20 days” of noti ce period. 
(3) It also requires that the public-hearing process be wrapped up in 40 days, as 

opposed to the existi ng norm of 45 days.
(4) Under the process, an organisati on has to submit a detailed plan explaining 

the nature, need, and remedial measures, if their proposed project could 
signifi cantly impact a region. 

(5) A committ ee consti tuted by the Union Environment Ministry then decides 
on whether the project should be cleared.\

  Environment Impact Assessment (EIA):
(1) The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) uses Environmental Impact 

Assessment Noti fi cati on 2006 as a major tool for minimizing the adverse 
impact of rapid industrializati on on the environment and for reversing those 
trends which may lead to climate change in the long run.

(2) EIA 2006 was issued on 14th September 2006, in supersession of EIA 
1994, except in respect of things done or omitt ed to be done before such 
supersession. 

(3) The Noti fi cati on is issued under relevant provisions of the Environment 
(Protecti on) Act, 1986.

(4) EIA Process involves screening, Scoping, Collecti on of baseline data, Impact 
predicti on, miti gati on measures and EIA report, Public hearing, Decision 
making, Monitoring and implementati on of environmental management 
plan, Assessment of Alternati ves, Delineati on of Miti gati on Measures and 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report and risk assessment.

Sources The Hindu



 60   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs March - 2020 (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

SC approves Kerala slotti  ng projects in orange category
Why in 
news?

  Supreme Court has declined to interfere in an appeal fi led by the Kerala chapter 
of the Confederati on of Real Estate Developers Associati on of India (CREDAI) 
against Nati onal Green Tribunal’s rejecti on of its contenti on that the inclusion 
of constructi ons between 2,000 sq.m & 20,000 sq.m in the ‘orange category’ by 
Kerala State Polluti on Control Board was arbitrary.

More in 
news

  Background
(1) Central Polluti on Control Board (CPCB) slott ed industrial acti viti es into the 

red, orange, green and white categories, based on the polluti on index, in 
March 2016. 

(2) State Polluti on Control Board in 2017, brought fl ats, apartments and 
commercial buildings, spanning over 2,000 sq.m, but less than 20,000 sq.m 
under orange category.

(3) CREDAI successfully challenged SPCB’s circular before the Appellate Authority 
on the ground that residenti al constructi ons did not fall in the category of 
industry.

(4) SPCB had argued that it was authorised to impose stringent conditi ons to 
prevent environmental degradati on and polluti on. 

(5) The circular of SPCB did not fi nd favour with Appellate Authority.
(6) The SPCB then appealed before the NGT, which set aside the Appellate 

Authority’s decision and held that these stringent conditi ons were required 
on account of higher groundwater level and contaminati on of waterbodies 
and the groundwater.

  MoEFCC has developed the criteria of categorizati on of industrial sectors based on 
the Polluti on Index(a number from 0 to 100) which is a functi on of the emissions 
(air pollutants), effl  uents (water pollutants), hazardous wastes generated and 
consumpti on of resources.
(1) Red category: Industrial Sectors having PI score of 60 and above

  Industries falling under ‘Red’ category will not be permitt ed in ecologically 
fragile or sensiti ve areas. Interesti ngly, industries like integrated automobile 
manufacturing, airports and commercial air strips, and milk & dairy 
products are included in the ‘Red’ category.

(2) Orange category: Industrial Sectors having PI score of 41 to 59
(3) Green category: Industrial Sectors having PI score of 21 to 40
(4) White category: Industrial Sectors having PI score incl.& upto 20

  The white category will exempt companies  that are mostly non-polluti ng 
from obtaining ‘Consent to Operate’ certi fi cate. Henceforth, a mere writt en 
inti mati on to PCC or SPCB will be suffi  cient to proceed.

  Industries falling under ‘White’ category include LED and CFL bulb assembly, 
power generati on using solar photovoltaic technology, wind power 
generati ng units, hydel units less than 25 MW, products made from rolled 
PVC sheets using automati c vacuum forming machines, cott on and woolen 
hosiers using dry processes etc.

Sources The Hindu

Arunachal puts off  survey of road through ti ger reserve
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Why in 
news?

  The Arunachal Pradesh government decided to “keep in abeyance” the survey 
work for a road through the Pakke Tiger Reserve (PTR).

  A 40-km stretch of the East-West Industrial Corridor road proposed to connect 
Seijosa in Pakke Kessang district and Bhalukpong in West Kameng district of the 
State passes through PTR, a biodiversity hotspot of the eastern Himalayas.

More in 
news

  About Pakke Tiger Reserve:
(1) Pakke Tiger Reserve, also known as Pakhui Tiger Reserve, is a Project Tiger 

reserve in the Pakke Kessang district of Arunachal Pradesh in northeastern 
India.

(2) This Tiger Reserve has won India Biodiversity Award 2016 in the category 
of 'Conservati on of threatened species' for its Hornbill Nest Adopti on 
Programme.

(3) It is bounded by Bhareli or Kameng River in the west and north, and by Pakke 
River in the east. 

(4) To the east lies Papum Reserve Forest.
(5) Towards the south and south-east, the sanctuary adjoins reserve forests and 

Assam's Nameri Nati onal Park. 
(6) To the west, it is bounded by Doimara Reserve Forest and Eaglenest Wildlife 

Sanctuary.
(7) The main perennial streams in the area are the Nameri, Khari and Upper 

Dikorai. West of Kameng River are Sessa Orchid Sanctuary and Eaglenest 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

(8) The habitat types are lowland semi-evergreen, evergreen forest and Eastern 
Himalayan broadleaf forests.

(9) Notable mammals in the Tiger Reserve are: ti ger, leopard, clouded leopard, 
Malayan giant squirrel, fl ying squirrel, squirrel, capped langur, rhesus 
macaque, Assamese macaque, gaur.

Sources The Hindu

Though hunters lose interest in Red Panda, traps sti ll snare endangered 
mammal
Why in 
news?

  The iconic and endangered Red Panda (ailurus fulgens) has fewer hunters because 
of younger generati on of people across its Himalayan habitat are losing interest 
in animal products, a new study by wildlife trade monitoring network TRAFFIC 
has found.

More in 
news

  Title of the report: Assessment of illegal trade-related threats to Red Panda in 
India and selected neighbouring range countries

  Findings in the Study and about Red Panda:
(1) The report looked at the 10-year period from July 2010 to June 2019, and 

analysed poaching and illegal trade of the species. 
(2) Other than seizures, the researchers carried out market surveys, surveys of 

e-commerce websites and village level surveys where they spoke to hundreds 
of people in Red Panda habitat (only in India ) to look into poaching.

(3) The reddish-brown arboreal mammal, not closely related to the iconic black-
and-white giant panda, is falling to traps laid for other animals such as the 
musk deer and wild pigs.
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(4) It's survival is crucial for eastern & north-eastern Himalayan subalpine 
conifer forests & eastern Himalayan broadleaf forests.

(5) The only living member of the genus Ailurus, Red Panda is listed as 
‘endangered’ on the IUCN Red List of threatened species. 

(6) The animal has been hunted for meat and fur besides illegal capture for the 
pet trade. 

(7) An esti mated 14,500 individuals are left  in the wild across Nepal, Bhutan, 
India, China and Myanmar.

(8) In India, the species is recorded in northern West Bengal, Sikkim and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

(9) During the study the researchers and authors found neither India nor Bhutan 
had reported any incidences of poaching or illegal trade in Red Pandas. 

(10) But in Nepal a total of 13 seizure records were reported between 2016 
and 2019, accounti ng for a total of 29 pelts. All except two took place in 
Kathmandu.

  Signifi cance of the Study:
(1) Because Red Panda is an iconic species and classifi ed as Endangered under 

the IUCN Red List. 
(2) Because a large part of its habitat is restricted to inaccessible higher reaches 

of the Eastern Himalayas. 
(3) A recent study has pointed out that the Red Panda is not one species but 

two based on the DNA evidence.
Sources The Hindu

CPCB noti fi es contaminated sites
Why in 
news?

  There are 128 sites in India contaminated by toxic and hazardous substances, 
according to a March update by the Central Polluti on Control Board (CPCB). 

  West Bengal led the list with 27 sites followed by Odisha at 23. Including 
those, there are 324 sites that may be contaminated, with 196 sti ll awaiti ng an 
investi gati on and confi rmati on.

  These incidents include oil contaminati on due to leakage of underground oil 
pipelines of Bharat Petroleum Corporati on Limited in Tamil Nadu, pesti cide and 
heavy metal contaminati on in creeks at Eloor, Kerala, chromium contaminati on at 
Rania, improperly disposed electronic waste lying on the banks of river Ramganga, 
Moradabad and mercury contaminati on of the soil at Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu, 
and Ganjam, Odisha

More in 
news

  About Central Polluti on Control Board (CPCB):
(1) It is a statutory organisati on under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change (Mo.E.F.C). 
(2) It was established in 1974 under the Water (Preventi on and Control of 

polluti on) Act, 1974. 
(3) The CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functi ons under the Air 

(Preventi on and Control of Polluti on) Act, 1981
(4) It serves as a fi eld formati on and also provides technical services to the 

MoEFCC under the provisions of the Environment (Protecti on) Act, 1986. 
(5) It is the apex organisati on in the fi eld of polluti on control, as a technical wing 

of MoEFCC.
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(6) The board is led by its Chairperson, who is generally a career civil servant 
from the Indian Administrati ve Service appointed by the Appointments 
Committ ee of the Cabinet.

Sources The Hindu

Sti ff  oppositi on to Hubballi railway line
Why in 
news?

  The Hubballi-Ankola railway line project in Karnataka entails large-scale destructi on 
of forests, including the felling of nearly 2.2 lakh trees in a biodiversity hotspot

  The 164.44-km railway line passes through forests between two major protected 
areas: Kali Tiger Reserve & Bedthi Conservati on Reserve.

More in 
news

  About Kali Tiger Reserve:
(1) It is a protected area and ti ger reserve located in Karnataka.
(2) The park is a habitat of Bengal ti gers, black panthers and Indian elephants, 

amongst other disti ncti ve fauna. 
(3) The Kali River fl ows through the ti ger reserve and is the lifeline of the 

ecosystem and hence the name. The Tiger reserve is spread over an area of 
1300 square kilometers.

(4) The forest in the area was declared the Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary on 10 May 
1956. The state proposed carving out a secti on of the sanctuary to form the 
Anshi nati onal park, and the proposal was implemented on 2 September 
1987.

(5) It was renamed to Kali Tiger Reserve in Dec 2015.
(6) The park is home to several hydroelectric dams and a nuclear power stati on.

  About Bedthi Conservati on Reserve:
(1) It is located in Karnataka and was established in 2011.

  About Conservati on Reserves:
(1) Conservati on reserves and community reserves in India are terms denoti ng 

protected areas of India which typically act as buff er zones to or connectors 
and migrati on corridors between established nati onal parks, wildlife 
sanctuaries and reserved and protected forests of India. 

(2) Such areas are designated as conservati on areas if they are uninhabited and 
completely owned by the GoI but used for subsistence by communiti es & 
community areas if part of the lands are privately owned.

(3) These protected area categories were fi rst introduced in the Wildlife 
(Protecti on) Amendment Act of 2002 − the amendment to the Wildlife 
Protecti on Act of 1972. 

(4) These categories were added because of reduced protecti on in and around 
existi ng or proposed protected areas due to private ownership of land, and 
land use.

Sources The Hindu
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Stop violence targeti ng Muslims, Iran tells India
Why is it in 
news?

  Iran has asked India to stop “thuggery” and communal violence targeti ng Muslim 
citi zens. 

More in 
news

  Timing of the statement: The unusually strong statement from Iranian Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif came fi ve days aft er India fast-tracked infrastructure work on 
Iran’s Chabahar port.

  Iran’s latest interacti ons with India
(1) Mr. Zarif was a leading guest in January’s Raisina Dialogue, India’s biggest 

foreign policy discussion forum.
(2) He also hosted External Aff airs Minister S. Jaishankar in December for the 19th 

Joint Commission Meeti ng of the two countries.
  More about Chabahar Port

(1) Locati on: Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chahbahar in south-eastern Iran in the 
Gulf of Oman.

(2) Signifi cance: Chabahar Port is the one and only Iranian port with direct access 
to the ocean. 

(3) Objecti ve: To promote exports to Iran and also possibility of connecti vity to 
the Central Asian region and Afghanistan.

(4) In the 1990’s under the Ashgabhat agreement, India parti ally built the port with 
the intenti on of providing access to the Central Asian region and Afghanistan, 
bypassing Pakistan. 

(5) A series of agreements were signed by the Indian Prime Minister and his 
counterpart, the President of Iran in May 2016 in Teheran for developing the 
Chabahar port.  

Source The Hindu

UN rights body to move SC on CAA
Why is it in 
news?

  In an unprecedented and rare move, the Offi  ce of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) has announced that it plans to fi le an applicati on in the 
Supreme Court, asking to be impleaded in peti ti ons challenging the Citi zenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA).

More in 
news

  Peti ti on: The OHCHR wants to be appointed as amicus curie (court’s friend) in the 
case against CAA through a peti ti on to be fi led before Supreme Court.

  Amicus curie: The amicus curiae will focus on providing an overview of relevant 
and applicable internati onal human rights standards and norms to support the 
Court’s deliberati ons in the context of its review of the CAA.

  MEA statement: The Ministry of External Aff airs (MEA) said the United Nati ons 
body had no right to fi le a peti ti on that will ask the court to appoint the 
Commissioner for Human Rights as an assistant or amicus curiae in the case.

Internati onal Relati on3
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  More about OHCHR
(1) The Offi  ce of the United Nati ons High Commissioner for Human Rights, 

commonly known as the Offi  ce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) or the UN Human Rights Offi  ce, is a department of the Secretariat of 
the United Nati ons.

(2) The offi  ce was established by the UN General Assembly on 20 December 1993 
in the wake of the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights

(3) Mandate: To promote and protect the human rights that are guaranteed 
under internati onal law and sti pulated in the Universal Declarati on of Human 
Rights of 1948.

(4) Headquarters- Geneva and New York.
Sources The Hindu, OHCHR website

USCIRF hears witnesses on NRC, CAA
Why is it in 
news?

  A week aft er Delhi’s riots, India and Myanmar were the subjects of discussion 
at a hearing in Washington organised by an independent biparti san federal 
government commission, the U.S. Commission on Internati onal Religious 
Freedom.

More in 
news

  Panel of witness: The panel of witnesses consisted of Brown University Professor 
and author Ashutosh Varshney and Aman Wadud, a human rights lawyer from 
Assam. They spoke enti rely on the Indian situati on.

  Focus of hearing: The hearing focused on the Nati onal Register of Citi zens (NRC) 
and the Citi zenship (Amendment) Act (CAA).

  India’s answer: India has asked world to refrain from making any unsubstanti ated 
comments about the issue and India is doing all it can to restore normalcy in the 
nati onal capital.

  More about USCIRF
(1) USCIRF claims to be an independent, biparti san U.S. federal government 

commission, the fi rst of its kind in the world, dedicated to defending the 
universal right to freedom of religion or belief abroad. 

(2) Working: USCIRF reviews the facts and circumstances of religious freedom 
violati ons and makes policy recommendati ons to the President, the Secretary 
of State, and Congress. 

(3) USCIRF Commissioners are appointed by the President and the Congressional 
leadership of both politi cal parti es in U.S.

Sources The Hindu

PM’s visit to Brussels put off  as COVID-19 cases rise to 30
Why is it in 
news?

  Owing to the recent global COVID-19 outbreak, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Brussels has been rescheduled, the Ministry of External Aff airs said on 
Thursday.

More in 
news

  India-EU summit: 
(1) Responding to questi ons about the India-EU summit, MEA spokesperson 

Raveesh Kumar told journalists that it was decided that delegates should not 
travel to each other’s countries. 

(2) Mr. Kumar said the summit would be rescheduled to a mutually convenient 
date, which is yet to be decided. 
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(3) The summit was expected to take place at the EU offi  ce in Brussels on March 
13

Source The Hindu

Military Cooperati on Group dialogue postponed
Why is it in 
news?

  The India-U.S. Military Cooperati on Group (MCG) dialogue, scheduled for later 
this month, has been cancelled in view of coronavirus outbreak, and the proposed 
trip of U.S. Defence Secretary Mark Esper is also in questi on

More in 
news

  US Indo Pacifi c Command: India is considering a U.S. request for posti ng liaison 
offi  cers at the U.S. Indo-Pacifi c Command (USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. Special 
Operati ons Command (USSOCOM). This was to be discussed at the dialogue.

  What is MCG?
(1) The MCG is a forum to review the progress of defence cooperati on between 

India’s Integrated Defence Staff  and the USINDOPACOM at the strategic and 
operati onal levels. 

(2) The Integrated Defence Staff  was responsible for coordinati on among the 
armed forces before the appointment of the Chief of Defence Staff .

Source The Hindu

Modi calls off  visit to Dhaka
Why is it in 
news?

  India is ready to work with Bangladesh to stop the spread of COVID-19, which 
prompted cancellati on of the inaugurati on ceremony of the birth centenary 
celebrati ons of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in Dhaka.

More in 
news

  Statement from MEA
(1) Statement from External Aff airs Ministry confi rmed that Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, scheduled to parti cipate in the March 17 event, would not 
travel to Dhaka. 

(2) Bangladesh had formally communicated that the authoriti es were forced to 
“defer” the event in the prevailing health scenario in Bangladesh.

  COVID-19 outbreak in Bangladesh
(1) Authoriti es in Dhaka detected three cases of COVID-19 on Sunday which led to 

widespread panic in the country. 
(2) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina assured people that her government was 

capable of meeti ng the public health emergency.
Source The Hindu

Taliban att acks Afghan bases, throwing peace talks in doubt
Why is it in 
news?

  The Taliban carried out dozens of att acks on Afghan Army bases, offi  cials said on 
Tuesday, hours aft er ending a parti al truce and throwing into doubt peace talks 
between Kabul and the insurgents.

Internati onal Event
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More in 
news

  Intra Afghan dialogue: The intra-Afghan negoti ati ons are due to begin March 10, 
according to a U.S.-Taliban deal signed in Doha on Saturday, but a dispute over a 
prisoner swap has raised questi ons about whether they will go ahead.

  Rising complexiti es: The row has highlighted the tough road ahead, with the 
Taliban’s decision to end a parti al truce on Monday complicati ng matt ers further.

Source The Hindu

COVID-19 now a pandemic, says WHO; India confi rms 60 cases
Why is it in 
news?

  The World Health Organisati on (WHO) on Wednesday said that according to its 
assessment, COVID-19 “can be characterised as a pandemic.”

More in 
news

  Over 1 lakh positi ve cases: WHO noted with concern that 1,18,000 positi ve cases 
have been reported globally in 114 countries and more than 90% of cases are in 
just four countries.

  Suspension of visa: The Central government on Wednesday night issued a new 
travel advisory stati ng that all existi ng visas, except diplomati c, offi  cial, UN/
Internati onal Organisati ons, employment, project visas, stand suspended ti ll 
April.

  What is a pandemic?
(1) A pandemic is a disease epidemic that has spread across a large region; for 

instance multi ple conti nents, or worldwide.
(2) A widespread endemic disease that is stable in terms of how many people are 

getti  ng sick from it is not a pandemic.
Source The Hindu

Travel from EU, U.K. banned as India ti ghtens preventi ve steps
Why is it in 
news?

  In a series of temporary preventi ve measures, the Group of Ministers (GoM) 
on COVID-19 on Monday banned the entry of travellers from European Union 
nati ons, the European Free Trade Associati on, Turkey and the United Kingdom to 
India from March 18.

More in 
news

  Expansion of quaranti ne: The GoM also called for expanding the compulsory 
quaranti ne for a minimum period of 14 days for passengers coming from/
transiti ng through UAE, Qatar, Oman, and Kuwait.

  Spread in states: Reports from States, however, put the total number of cases, 
including fataliti es, at 123. The highest number of cases at 39, is from Maharashtra, 
with two more people, including a Philippine nati onal, testi ng positi ve, State 
Health Department offi  cials said

Source The Hindu

India to join WHO’s COVID-19 trials
Why is it in 
news?

  India is all set to join World Health Organisati on’s “Solidarity trial” aimed at rapid 
global search for drugs to treat COVID-19.

More in 
news

  More about the trial
(1) The Solidarity Trial will test four diff erent drugs or combinati ons viz. 

remdesivir, a combinati on of two drugs, lopinavir and ritonavir, the two drugs 
plus interferon beta, and chloroquine.
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(2) The trial will compare their eff ecti veness to what is called standard of care, 
the regular support hospitals treati ng COVID-19 pati ents use now.

Sources The Hindu

G20 commits $5 trillion amid COVID-19 scare
Why is it in 
news?

  The G20 countries committ ed to inject more than $5 trillion into the global 
economy, and contribute to the World Health Organisati on (WHO) led COVID-19 
solidarity response fund.

More in 
news

  More interacti ons: The leaders agreed to have more interacti ons of G-20 Foreign 
Ministers, health offi  cials and the respecti ve Sherpas before the Riyadh Summit 
of the G-20 nati ons in November 2020.

  Criti cism of WHO: Many countries have been criti cal of WHO’s failure to alert the 
world quickly enough of the potenti al threat from the pandemic, even aft er it had 
been informed of its spread in Wuhan by China on December 31 last year.

  More about G-20
(1) The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union, with 

representati ves of the Internati onal Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
(2) Membership: The G20 membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest 

advanced and emerging economies, representi ng about two-thirds of the 
world’s populati on, 85% of global gross domesti c product, 80% of global 
investment and over 75% of global trade.

(3) G20 Members: 
  The members of the G20 are Argenti na, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 

France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and the European Union.

  Spain as a permanent, non-member invitee, also att ends leader summits.
Sources The Hindu
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India Philanthropy Report, 2020
Why is it in 
the news?

  According to the India Philanthropy Report 2020, the domesti c philan thropic 
funding had grown rapidly in the last decade.

  It grown from around Rs. 12,500 crore in 2010 to Rs. 55,000 crore in 2018.
  The share of indivi dual contributi ons had in crease from 26% to 60% in the same 

period.
  The report is co -created by Dasra foundati on and Bain &Company, took a broad 

10  year  view of the Indian phi lanthropic landscape.
More in the 
news

  On Gender and Adolescent girls:
(1) The report states that des pite the country ranking low in gender equality, less 

than 1% of philanthropic funding went towards addressing is sues related to 
them.

(2) An investment of Rs. 11,000 crore every year in secon dary educati on for 
adoles cent girls has the potenti al to add Rs. 47,000 crore to the GDP per 
annum.

  Regional Disparity:
(1) The report cited the example of “mismatch” in receiving philanthropic funds 

between Jharkhand and Maharashtra to project the disparity. 
(2) Maharashtra, India’s richest state, receives 34% of the country’s philanthropic 

and corporate social responsibility funds.
(3) Jharkhand- one of the poorest states, on the other hand receives less than 

1% of the funding.
  Recommendati on:

(1) Philanthropic funding in the next decade should focus on soluti ons to 
comprehensive ly address issues faced by vulnerable secti ons of socie ty and 
bridge a mismatch of funding that occurs in diff erent geographies and sec tors.

(2) The report also high lighted the need to invest in adolescent girls as it noted 
that the country was faring parti cularly poorly on gen der equality.

Source The Hindu

Parliamentary panel on Educati on
Why is it in 
the news?

  According to a report submitt ed by the parliamentary panel on educati on, 
almost half the government schools in the country do not have any electricity or 
playgrounds. 

  The budgetary allocati ons saw a 27% cut from proposals made by the School 
Educati on department. 

More in the 
news

  Cut in Funds:
(1) The proposals made by the School Educati on department was for �82,570 

crore, but only �59,845 crore has been allocated. 

    Social Issues4
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(2) The panel recommended that these core schemes get additi onal funds at the 

revised esti mates stage.
  Defi cit in Infrastructure:

(1) The panel expressed dismay at the stark defi cits in government school 
infrastructure. 

(2) Only 56% of schools have electricity, with the lowest rates in Manipur and 
Madhya Pradesh, where less than 20% have access to power. 

(3) Less than 57% of schools have playgrounds.
  In higher secondary schools:

(1) Not a single additi onal classroom had been built by December 31, 2019, 
although 1,021 had been sancti oned for the FY 2019-20.

(2) Only three laboratories had been built- one each for physics, chemistry and 
biology- despite sancti oned funds for 1,343 labs.

  No boundary wall:
(1) Almost 40% of schools did not have a boundary wall, endangering the safety 

of students and school property.
  The panel recommendati on:

(1) The HRD Ministry should collaborate with the MGNREGS to construct 
boundary walls, and work with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
so that schools have access to power.

Source The Hindu.

 COVID-19 now a pandemic
Why is it in 
the news?

  The World Health Organisati on (WHO) said that according to its assessment, 
COVID-19 “can be characterised as a pandemic.”

More in the 
news

  Pandemic is declare when an epidemic spreads throughout the world.
  WHO noted with concern that 1,18,000 positi ve cases have been reported 

globally in 114 countries.
  WHO said- 

(1) Pandemic is not a word to use lightly or carelessly. 
(2) It is a word that, if misused, can cause unreasonable fear, or unjusti fi ed 

acceptance that the fi ght is over, leading to unnecessary suff ering and death.
Source The Hindu.

The Indian Insti tutes of Informati on Technology (IIITs) Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Lok Sabha passed a bill which seeks to confer the status of Insti tuti on of 
Nati onal Importance (INI) on fi ve more Indian Insti tutes of Informati on Technology 
(IIITs).

  The Bill amends Indian Insti tutes of Informati on Technology Act, 2014 and the 
Indian Insti tutes of Informati on Technology (Public-Private Partnership) Act, 
2017.

More in the 
news

  What the Bill proposes?
(1) To bring the fi ve insti tuti ons under the IIIT (Public-private Partnership) Act, 

2017, similar to the other 15 IIITs established under the scheme in Public-
private Partnership (PPP) mode.
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(2) The fi ve IIITs which are proposed to be given the INI status are located in 
Surat, Bhopal, Bhagalpur, Agartala and Raichur. 

(3) These fi ve IIITs along with 15 others which are also build in PPP mode will now 
be able to use the nomenclature of Bachelor of Technology (BTech) or Master 
of Technology (MTech) or PhD degree.

(4) It will also enable the insti tutes to att ract enough students required to develop 
a strong research base in the country in the fi eld of informati on technology.

Source The Hindu.

Lockdown hits NREGA workers hard 
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Mahatma Gandhi Nati onal Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 
scheme has been offi  cially shut down in at least seven States.

  It is eff ecti vely closed in many more, as COVID-19 lockdown comes into eff ect 
across the country.

About 
MGNREGA 
2005

  The Mahatma Gandhi Nati onal Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 
guarantees 100 days of unskilled manual work to all rural households in India. 

  Aim: To enhance the livelihood security of people in rural areas.
  Applying for a job card:

(1) In order to get work under MGNREGA, a household has to apply for a 
MGNREGA job card from their Gram Panchayat (elected village council). 

(2) Each household is enti tled to one job card. However, each card can have any 
number of names on it from that household.

(3) Once a household has a card, they can request MGNREGA work from the 
Gram Panchayat and work should be provided within 15 days of a request 
being made.

(4) If a Gram Panchayat cannot provide work, an unemployment allowance 
should be given.

Source The Hindu
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Yes Bank Issue
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Reserve Bank of India has moved in to take charge of new generati on private 
bank Yes Bank.

  As part of RBI bailout, SBI to pick up 49% in Yes Bank.
More in the 
news

  Reasons why the RBI superseded the board of Yes Bank:
  Deteriorati ng Financial Positi on:

 (1) The fi nancial positi on of Yes Bank has undergone a steady decline over the
         last few years because of its inability to raise capital to address potenti al loan
        losses and resultant downgrades.
(2) The bank was making losses and inadequate profi ts in the last four quarters.

  Governance Issues:
(1) The bank has experienced serious governance issues and practi ces in recent 

years which have led to a steady decline of the bank. 
(2) Take, for instance, the bank under-reported NPAs to the tune of Rs 3,277 crore 

in 2018-19.
  False Assurance:

(1) The bank management had indicated to the Reserve Bank that it was in talks 
with various investors and they were likely to be successful. 

(2) But in reality, there was no concrete proposal from investors to put the kind 
of money that the bank required to survive and grow. 

  Non-serious Investors:
(1) The bank was engaged with a few private equity fi rms for exploring 

opportuniti es to infuse capital as per the fi ling in stock exchange in February 
this year.

(2) These investors did hold discussions with senior offi  cials of the Reserve Bank 
but for various reasons eventually did not infuse any capital.

  Outf low of liquidity:
(1) The bank was facing regular outf low of liquidity. It means that the bank was 

witnessing withdrawal of deposits from customers. 
(2) In fact, the deposits are bread and butt er of a bank. 
(3) The bank had the deposit book of Rs 2.09 lakh crore at the end of September 

2019.
Source The Hindu.

RBI opens dollar-swap window
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has opened a six-month dollar sell-buy swap 
window to pump liquidity in the foreign exchange market.

  The move following fi nancial markets in India and across the globe experiencing 
turbulence over the spread of COVID-19.

  The spread of COVID-19 could lead to a slowdown in growth.

ECONOMY5
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More in the 
news

  The central bank will conduct U.S. dollar-rupee sell-buy swaps worth $2 billion on 
March 16, to begin with, in its eff ort to fi ght market volati lity.

  The swaps would be conducted through the aucti on route in multi ple tranches 
and the aucti ons would be multi ple price-based, that is, successful bids will be 
accepted at their respecti ve quoted premiums.

Source The Hindu.

Kisan Credit Card benefi ts extended to Pisciculture 
Why is it in 
the news?

  The benefi ts of Kisan Credit Cards (KCC) have been extended for the fi rst ti me to 
those engaged in pisciculture in Rajasthan.

  It will provide for short-term loans to those engaged in pisciculture, while 
covering the cost of establishing the fi sheries units and their maintenance.

More in the 
news

  Credits obtained through KCC will make available funds for purchasing feed for 
fi sh, meeti ng the cost of power and water and payment of wages to the labourers.

  A campaign had been launched to include more pisciculture unit owners, dairy 
farmers and animal rearers in the KCC scheme.

  Credit limit extension:
(1) Those already availing of the scheme’s benefi t could get the credit limit of 

their cards extended. 
(2) The producti vity from reservoir fi sheries in Rajasthan is above the nati onal 

average, while the breeding and rearing of fi sh is also done in tanks, ponds 
and waterlogged areas in the State. 

  About Kisan Credit Card (KCC): The scheme aims at providing adequate and 
ti mely cred it for the comprehensive credit requirements of farmers under single 
window for their culti vati on and other needs as indicated below:
(1) To meet the short term credit requirements for culti vati on of crops
(2) Post harvest expenses 
(3) Produce Marketi ng loan 
(4) Consumpti on requirements of farmer household
(5) Short term credit requirements of rearing of animals, birds, fi sh, shrimp, 

other aquati c organisms, capture of fi sh.
  Eligibility:

(1) All farmers-individuals/Joint borrowers who are owner culti vators.
(2) Tenant farmers, Oral lessees and Share Croppers etc.
(3) SHGs or Joint Liability Groups of farmers including tenant farmers, share 

croppers etc.
Source The Hindu.

A.P. not in list for World Bank water scheme
Why is it in 
the news?

  According to the Union Minister of State for Jal Shakti , Andhra Pradesh is not in 
the list of States that benefi ted from the �6,000-crore Atal Bhujal Yojana.

  The scheme is parti ally funded by the World Bank. 

Government Policies and Taxati on
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More in the 
news

  About Atal Bhujal Yojana:
(1) It has been designed with the principal objecti ve of strengthening the 

insti tuti onal framework for parti cipatory groundwater management.
(2) It also aims to bring about behavioral changes at the community level for 

sustainable groundwater resource management in seven States, viz. Gujarat, 
Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Utt ar 
Pradesh. 

(3) Implementati on of the scheme is expected to benefi t nearly 8350 Gram 
Panchayats in 78 districts in these States. 

(4) It will promote panchayat led ground water management and behavioural 
change with primary focus on demand side management

Source The Hindu.

Nod for changes to Companies Act
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Centre proposes to amend the Companies Act again, in a bid to decriminalise 
a number of off ences.

  It also looks to ease corporate social responsibility (CSR) requirements, especially 
for smaller companies.

More in the 
news

  The Union Cabinet approved the proposal to amend 65 secti ons of the companies 
Act. 

  The amendments:
(1) The bill will enable the listi ng of Indian companies on stock exchanges in 

foreign jurisdicti ons. 
(2) This is expected to give Indian fi rms greater access to capital, a broader 

investor base and bett er valuati ons.
(3) For 11 kinds of off ences, the provision of imprisonment will be removed, 

limiti ng punishment to fi nes only. 
(4) Six off ences that had already been decriminalised earlier will see a further 

reducti on in the quantum of penalti es.
(5) It will ensure that companies which have an obligati on to spend �50 lakh per 

annum or less on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) are no longer required 
to have a CSR committ ee. 

(6) Companies that spend more than the mandatory 2% on CSR in a parti cular 
year can carry it forward as credit for fulfi lment of CSR obligati ons for the 
next few years as well.

  Signifi cance of the Amendments:
(1) The changes are expected to signifi cantly enhance the confi dence of Indian 

corporates in the government’s resolve to provide greater ease of doing 
business.

(2) It will accord highest respect to honest wealth creators in the country and 
reduce the burden on the justi ce system.

Source The Hindu.

Cabinet allows NRIs to take 100% in Air India
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Union Cabinet decided to allow Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) who are Indian 
nati onals to own up to 100% stake of Air India, which is bound for disinvestment.
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More in the 
news

  As per an offi  cial statement, the Cabinet had decided to increase the maximum 
stake for NRIs from 49% to 100%. 

  The government is in the process of selling the nati onal carrier, having invited 
preliminary bids recently. 

  To liberalise FDI:
(1) The FDI policy would be amended to allow NRIs who are Indian nati onals to 

own up to 100% of Air India under automati c route. 
(2) The amendment was meant to ‘liberalise and simplify the FDI policy to 

provide ease of doing business in the country. 
  Data of FDI Infl ow:

(1) While FDI infl ows stood at $45.15 billion in 2014-2015, the provisional fi gures 
for FDI had increased to $62 billion in the last fi nancial year 2018-2019.

Source The Hindu.

Lok Sabha passes Appropriati on Bill 
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Lok Sabha passed the Appropriati on Bill 2020-21 that empowers the 
government to draw over �110 lakh crore from the Consolidated Fund of India.

  The fund will be used for government's working, as well as for the implementati on 
of its programmes and schemes.

More in the 
news

  With the passage of the Appropriati on Bill, two-thirds of the exercise for the 
approval of the 2020-21 Budget has been completed.

  Now, with only the Finance Bill that pertains to the government’s taxati on 
proposal awaiti ng passage.

  Appropriati on Bill:
(1) Post the discussions on Budget proposals and the Voti ng on Demand for 

Grants, the government introduces the Appropriati on Bill in the Lok Sabha. 
(2) It is intended to give authority to the government to withdraw from the 

Consolidated Fund, the amounts so voted for meeti ng the expenditure during 
the fi nancial year. 

(3) Under Arti cle 114(3) of the Consti tuti on, no amount can be withdrawn from 
the Consolidated Fund without the enactment of such a law by Parliament.

Source The Hindu

Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan Yojana
Why is it in 
the news?

� The Rajasthan government has announced a maternity benefi t scheme for four 
districts in the State on a pilot basis under which it will off er �6,000 for the birth 
of the second child. 

� The Rajasthan government scheme is called Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan 
Yojana.

More in the 
news

  Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan Yojana:
(1) The scheme will be implemented in the areas where nutriti on indicators 

among children and anaemia levels among mothers are worse than the 
average for the State. 

(2) The government aims to reach out to 75,000 benefi ciaries annually. It 
esti mates an expenditure of Rs. 45 crore per year. 

(3) Benefi ciaries will receive cash in three or fi ve instalments upon meeti ng 
certain conditi ons. 
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  The State scheme will complement the Central government’s Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana Yojana which off ers �5,000 for the birth of the fi rst child.

  However, unlike the Central scheme they will not have to submit an Aadhaar card 
for the State scheme and the money will be transferred directly to their bank 
accounts. 

Source The Hindu

MSMEs
Why is it in 
the news?

  Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) told the Rajya 
Sabha that the government would come out with a new defi niti on of MSMEs.

  Currently the MSMEs are defi ned on the basis of investment in plant and 
machinery.

More in the 
news

  The government had accepted 39 suggesti ons by the U.K. Sinha committ ee 
appointed by the Reserve Bank of India, including the setti  ng up a “fund of funds” 
for the sector.

  Suggesti ons of the U.K. Sinha committ ee:
(1) Rs. 5,000 crore stressed asset fund for domesti c MSMEs.
(2) The fund will assist units in a cluster where there is a change in the external 

environment such as plasti c ban.
(3) The RBI should increase the limit for non-collateralised loans to Rs. 20 lakh. 

This would address a signifi cant proporti on of the sector needs. 
(4) There should be revision in loan limit sancti oned under MUDRA by the Finance 

Ministry to Rs. 20 lakh from Rs. 10 lakh.
(5) Banks that wish to specialise in MSME lending, their sub-targets for farm 

loans under the priority sector lender could be waived off .
  Present MSME Classifi cati on:

(1) A micro enterprise is an enterprise where investment in plant and machinery 
does not exceed Rs.25 lakh

(2) A small enterprise is an enterprise where the investment in plant and 
machinery is more than Rs. 25 lakh but does not exceed Rs. 5 crore

(3) A medium enterprise is an enterprise where the investment in plant and 
machinery is more than Rs.5 crore but does not exceed Rs.10 crore.

Source The Hindu

Sharp decline in PSB fraud amount
Why is it in 
the news?

  According to the Finance Ministry, Comprehensive steps taken to curb fraud in 
public sector banks (PSBs) have resulted in a sharp decline in the amount involved.

  There is a decline from �50,329 crore in 2013-14 to just �3,781 crore in the fi rst 
three quarters of 2019-20.

More in the 
news

  An online searchable database of frauds reported by banks:
(1) It has set up in the form of Central Fraud Registry to enable ti mely identi fi cati on, 

control and miti gati on of fraud risk and for carrying out due diligence during 
the credit sancti on process.

Miscellaneous
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  The Fugiti ve Economic Off enders Act is being invoked to att ach and confi scate 
the assets of violators and strip them of the enti tlement to defend any civil claim.

  Directi ves to Banks:
(1) The PSBs have been told to get certi fi ed copies of passports of promoters and 

directors and other authorised signatories of companies availing themselves 
of loan faciliti es of more than Rs. 50 crore. 

(2) PSBs have been advised to decide on publishing photographs of wilful 
defaulters as per procedure.

(3) The government has also asked these banks to strictly ensure rotati onal 
transfer of offi  cials to miti gate the possibility of their involvement in any 
fraud. 

(4) The bank heads have been empowered to issue requests for opening look-out 
circulars against suspects.

Source The Hindu.

SC frees trade in Cryptocurrencies
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Supreme Court set aside an April 6, 2018, circular of the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) that prohibited banks and enti ti es regulated by it from providing services in 
relati on to virtual currencies (VCs).

More in the 
news

  From the Supreme Court:
(1) Till date, RBI has not come out with a stand that any of the enti ti es regulated 

by it namely, nati onalised banks/scheduled commercial banks/cooperati ve 
banks/NBFCs, have suff ered any loss or adverse eff ect directly or indirectly, 
on account of VC exchanges.

(2) The bench found the RBI circular “disproporti onate” with an otherwise 
consistent stand taken by the central bank that VCs were not prohibited in 
the country.

  Centre's failure:
(1) Court referred to the Centre’s failure to introduce an offi  cial digital rupee 

despite two draft  Bills and several committ ees. 
(2) The court expanded on how the Centre had been toying with plans for an 

offi  cial digital currency.
  Committ ee on VCs:

(1) On November 2, 2017, the Centre consti tuted an Inter-Ministerial Committ ee, 
which initi ally recommended the ‘Crypto-token Regulati on Bill of 2018’. 

(2) This Bill found a complete ban on VCs an “extreme tool” and suggested 
regulatory measures. 

(3) At that point, the committ ee was even fi ne with the idea of allowing the sale 
and purchase of digital crypto assets at recognised exchanges.

  What is Virtual Currency (VC)?
(1) VCs are digital currencies in which encrypti on techniques are used to regulate 

the generati on of the currency units and verify the transfer of funds, operati ng 
independently of a central bank.

Source The Hindu.

Plea on GI tag for basmati  rice by MP dismissed
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Why is it in 
the news?

  The State of Madhya Pradesh and the Madhya Shetra Basmati  Growers Associati on 
have lost two separate cases fi led by them in the Madras High Court in 2016.

  MP had challenged the exclusion of 13 districts in the State from a map submitt ed 
by the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA) seeking Geographical Indicati on tag for basmati  rice grown in the Indo 
Gangeti c Plain.

More in the 
news

  Basmati  rice was grown only in the States of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Delhi and Utt arakhand apart from 26 districts in Utt ar Pradesh besides Jammu as 
well as Kathua.

  Geographical Indicati on (GI) Tag: 
(1) A geographical indicati on (GI) is a tag on products which indicates their specifi c 

geographical origin, quality or a reputati on it acquires due to its origin.
(2) It conveys an assurance of quality and disti ncti veness which is essenti ally 

att ributable to the fact of its origin in that defi ned geographical locality, region 
or country.

(3) The GI tag in India is governed by the Geographical Indicati ons of Goods 
(Registrati on and Protecti on Act), 1999. 

(4) GIs are also covered under Arti cles 22 to 24 of the Trade Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)  Agreement.

Source The Hindu.

COVID-19 outbreak could help Agri exports
Why is it in 
the news?

  In the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak, the Centre has identi fi ed 21 agricultural 
products, in which Indian exports could benefi t from trade restricti ons against 
Chinese goods.

More in the 
news

  Products:
(1) The 21 agricultural products includes honey, potatoes, grapes, soya beans 

and groundnuts, mangoes, tamarinds, lychees etc.
  Value share:

(1) The total value of China’s global exports of these products amounted to 
$5488.6 million in 2018. 

(2) India exported $4,445.9 million worth of these commoditi es in the same 
period.

  Opportuniti es:
(1) There may be opportuniti es for Indian exporters of agri-items, in case some 

countries impose restricti ons on Chinese goods. 
(2) Finance Ministry analysing the disrupti ons in global supply chains due to the 

COVID-19 crisis and chart a government response.
Source The Hindu.

Shared economy at $2 billion by end-2020
Why is it in 
the news?

  The shared economy in India is esti mated to be an about $2 billion industry by the 
end of the current year, according to a recent report by Maple Capital Advisors.

More in the 
news

  The ‘shared economy’ includes segments such as:
(1) Co-working (Awfi s, WeWork India)
(2) Co-living (Stanza Living, OYO Life, Oxford Caps)
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(3) Shared mobility (Uber, Ola, Shutt l)
(4) Furniture rental (Furlenco, Rentomojo)

  India Story,’ with high mobile penetrati on, high millennial concentrati on and an 
aspirati onal populati on, Asia has the highest willingness to use shared assets. 

  In 2019, the segment was esti mated to be over $1.5 billion in size in India.
  Market size:

(1) The market size for the co-working sector is pegged at $500 million, while 
that for co-living is esti mated to be $400 million, shared mobility at over $630 
million, and furniture rental at $200 million. 

(2) The report noted that about $3.7 billion worth of capital has been infused in 
India in such services ti ll now, adding that a similar amount is expected to be 
infused in the next couple of years.

Source The Hindu

Why are oil prices crashing? 
Why is it in 
the news?

  The price of a barrel of Brent crude closed down at around $33 a barrel.
  Oil prices saw their biggest single-day crash in almost 30 years on March 9, 

throwing global equity markets into turmoil.
  Prices crashed by almost 50% this year, from $66 a barrel on December 31, 2019 

to the current levels.
More in the 
news

  Prices crashed primarily on account lack of demand.
  OPEC-Plus alliance:

 (1) Aft er 2014 “glut” diplomacy which brought down prices below $30 a barrel,
        Saudi Arabia and Russia came together to cut output and steady prices. 
(2) Known as the “OPEC Plus” arrangement (Russia is not a member of the 

Organisati on of Petroleum Exporti ng Countries, or OPEC), this alliance kept 
producti on lower and pumped up the prices. 

(3) The OPEC-Plus cooperati on collapsed last week aft er Russia rejected a Saudi 
request to eff ect more cuts in output given the fall in demand owing to the 
economic impact of the coronavirus outbreak. 

(4) The existi ng output reducti on deal is set to expire later this month. The Russian 
and Saudi sides have said they are no longer constrained by the deal.

  Aft ermath:
(1) Saudi Arabia’s oil giant Aramco announced that it would increase output from 

9.7 million barrels a day now to 12.3 million barrels in April. 
(2) Aramco also off ered a discount to its variety of crude, targeti ng Russian 

markets in Asia and Europe. 
(3) The fear of glut at a ti me of slowing demand (supply and demand shock) 

ratt led the markets, crashing prices.
  Saudi's likely plan:

(1) As it was clear that Russia was not ready to cut its output further, the Saudis 
moved to the att ack mode. 

(2) The plan is to fl ood the markets with Saudi oil and depress the prices, which 
would hurt all oil exporters. 

Source The Hindu.
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Milder cases drive spread of coronavirus, fi nds study
Why is it in 
news?

  86% of people in China who were infected with novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) 
were not tested in the two-week period before travel restricti ons came into force 
on January 23 in Wuhan and other citi es. 

  These undetected cases contributed to the majority of virus spread in the 
community, says a paper published in the journal Science .

More in 
news

  Findings of the study
(1) The researchers used a computer model that draws on observati ons of 

reported infecti on and spread within China in conjuncti on with mobility data 
from January 10-23 and January 24-February 8. 

(2) People who experienced mild, limited or no symptoms were not detected but 
spread the virus anyway.

(3) The modelling study suggests that a “radical increase” in identi fying and 
isolati ng people who have not been tested yet would be needed to fully 
control the spread of the virus.

Source The Hindu

Polluti on may aff ect COVID-19 pati ents
Why is it in 
news?

  A collecti ve of doctors working on health impacts of air polluti on has warned that 
people living regions with high levels of air polluti on and with compromised lung 
functi on could be more vulnerable to COVID-19.

More in 
news

  Warning on lung functi on: The Doctors For Clean Air (DFCA) has warned that 
compromised lung functi on due to air polluti on could lead to serious complicati ons 
in pati ents aff ected by the pandemic.

  Statement from DFCA
(1) Exposure to air polluti on in long term reduces the capacity of organs to 

functi on fully and makes it more vulnerable to infecti ons and diseases. 
(2) In the context of the current COVID-19 pandemic, such individuals are likely 

to face severe complicati ons.
(3) It also noted that there was so far no proven links between air polluti on and 

COVID-19 mortality.
(4) However, previous strains of coronavirus like SARS have known to cause 

higher deaths in regions with high levels of air polluti on.
Source The Hindu

China gives go-ahead for human trials of COVID-19 vaccine
Why is it in 
news?

  China has given the go-ahead for researchers to begin human safety tests of 
an experimental coronavirus vaccine in the race to develop a shot against the 
COVID-19 epidemic that has killed more than 7,000 people worldwide.

Science and Technology6
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More in 
news

  More about the trials
(1) Details in the Chinese clinical trial registrati on database show that a “Phase 

1” test that will examine whether experimental shot is safe in humans aims to 
recruit 108 healthy people.

(2) The trial will be conducted by China’s Academy of Military Medical Sciences 
and the Hong Kong-listed biotech fi rm CanSino Biologics.

  Vaccine being tested by U.S.: Scienti sts in the United States said on Monday that 
clinical trials had begun for a vaccine developed by its Nati onal Insti tute of Allergy 
and Infecti ous Diseases and the U.S. biotech fi rm Moderna.

Source The Hindu

IIT-Delhi team develops cheap COVID-19 test
Why is it in 
news?

  Researchers at the Indian Insti tute of Technology here have developed a method 
to detect COVID-19 which can signifi cantly reduce the test cost, making it 
aff ordable for large secti ons.

  The Nati onal Insti tute of Virology, Pune, is in the process of validati ng this test on 
clinical samples.

More in 
news

  Probe free assay: The “probe-free detecti on assay” has been opti mised and 
tested for sensiti vity at the research laboratories of IIT.

  Indigenous kits: According to the team, considering the scale of the ongoing 
pandemic, development of indigenous kits is the need of the hour.

  More about the new test
(1) Using comparati ve sequence analysis, the team identi fi ed unique regions in 

COVID-19. 
(2) These unique regions are not present in other human coronaviruses providing 

an opportunity to specifi cally detect COVID-19.
Source The Hindu

How arti fi cial intelligence can aid eye testi ng
Why is it in 
news?

  A study conducted at two eye care centres in India — Aravind Eye Hospital, 
Madurai and Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai — which screened over 3,000 pati ents 
with diabetes, has shown that the AI’s performance exceeded the conventi onally 
used manual grading method used to identi fy diabeti c reti nopathy .

More in 
news

  Fundus photography
(1) A specialised reti nal fundus camera was used to take photos of the eye.
(2) Usually when doctors need to evaluate the reti na, they dilate the pupil to 

allow more light to enter the eye and illuminate the back of the eye. 
(3) But in this fundus photography it is not necessary as a coherent beam of light 

can enter the small gap (Pupil) and take an image in just two to three minutes.
  What is diabeti c reti nopathy?

(1) Diabeti c reti nopathy is a diabetes complicati on that aff ects eyes. 
(2) It's caused by damage to the blood vessels of the light-sensiti ve ti ssue at the 

back of the eye (reti na).
Source The Hindu
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Navy to get four more P-8I aircraft  from May
Why is it in 
news?

  The Navy will start receiving four more P-8I long-range mariti me reconnaissance 
Anti -Submarine Warfare aircraft  from Boeing from May and the process will be 
completed by January 2022.

More in 
news

  More about P-8I
(1) The P-8I is a long-range anti -submarine warfare, anti -surface warfare, 

intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft .
(2) The P-8I is a variant of the P-8A Poseidon that Boeing is developing for the US Navy. 
(3) It is capable of broad area, mariti me and litt oral operati ons.
(4) It is equipped with the sophisti cated Harpoon missiles, lightweight torpedoes 

and rockets.
Source The Hindu

Nod for 83 LCA Tejas Mk-1A
Why is it in 
news?

  The Defence Acquisiti on Council (DAC) chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Wednesday accorded approval for the procurement of 83 indigenous Light 
Combat Aircraft  (LCA) Tejas Mk-1A from the Hindustan Aeronauti cs Ltd. (HAL) by 
“fi nalising the contractual and other issues”. 

More in 
news

  LCA Tejas Mk-1A
(1) HAL Tejas is an Indian single-engine, delta wing, multi role light fi ghter designed 

by the Aeronauti cal Development Agency (ADA) and Hindustan Aeronauti cs 
Limited (HAL) for the Indian Air Force and Indian Navy.

(2) It came from the Light Combat Aircraft  (LCA) programme, which began in the 
1980s to replace India's ageing MiG-21 fi ghters. 

(3) In 2003, the LCA was offi  cially named "Tejas
Source The Hindu

Defence Ministry places order for 16,479 LMG
Why is it in 
news?

  The Ministry of Defence (MoD) on Thursday signed a Rs. 880-crore contract with 
the Israeli Weapon Industries (IWI) for 16,479 Light Machine Guns (LMG).

More in 
news

  Negev 7.62X51 mm LMG
(1) The IWI Negev is a gas-operated selecti ve fi re light machine gun that uses 

propellant gases from the barrel to cycle a short-stroke gas piston operati ng 
system under the barrel and a rotary bolt locking mechanism

(2) The contracted Negev 7.62X51 mm LMG is a combat-proven weapon and 
currently used by several countries and would greatly enhance the lethality 
and range of a soldier compared to the presently used weapon.

Source The Hindu
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